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The Testaments Old and New 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


669 EST I should come and smite earth 
L with a curse,” 
So writes the last of Israel’s God-sent 
seers; 
And then the volume’s closed, and that 
dread word 
Sounds echoing down the years.’ 
But “finis” is not written to God’s Book. 
It opes anew; and, lo, the first name 
penned 
Is “Jesus,” “He who saves,” saves from 
the curse. 
And written at the end, 
By Patmos’ seer, “the grace of Jesus” 
stands, , 
Earth blessing with those pierced, out- 
stretched hands. 


Foundation for Courage 


Having faith in a vague, general 
way is not enough. It must rest on 
something—better still, on Someone. 
There is a specious kind of bravery 
which is mere blustering bravado. But 
thé finest kind of courage is that which, 
with a full knowledge of all the cir- 
cumstances and danger ahead, still keeps 
steady and cool and goes forward in 
the line of duty. Every Christian, who 
is within the will of God, has a sure 
foundation from which to meet the worst’ 
situations of life. As the Lord dealt 


patiently with Moses to overcome his 
reluctance to lead the Children of Is- 
rael out of bondage, He revealed to him 
a five-point foundation as the basis of 
all his operations. It is found in Ex- 
odus 6:1-5, and it came when the trou- 
ble became hottest and Moses and Aaron 
were meeting not only the multifarious 
problems of the bondage, but also the 
bitter criticism of the people. Just be- 
fore commissioning Moses to reveal 
God’s program both to Israel and Pha- 
raoh, He said to Moses, “Now shalt thou 
see what I will do to Pharaoh.” Then, 
in order to give him new and special 
strength for his tremendous task, He 
reminded him of these five things: (1) 
The Lord of Heaven and earth was 
speaking to him; (2) He had revealed 
Himself as the Almighty God to Moses’ 
forefathers; (3) He had promised to 
bless Israel; therefore they might ex- 
pect only one outcome of all their trou- 
bles; (4) He is a compassionate and 
prayer-hearing God; (5) He does not 
forget His promises. While these great 
and glorious facts were true for Moses 


ll. John Bunyan on 


QUEsTION III 
HETHER, when the seventh-day 
sabbath was given to Israel in the 
wilderness, the Gentiles, as such, were 
concerned therein? 

The Gentiles, as such, were then with- 
out the Church of God and pale thereof; 
consequently had nothing to do with the 
essentials or necessary circumstances of 
that worship which God had set up for 
Himself now among the children of Is- 
rael. 

We read not that God gave it to any 
but to the seed of Jacob. Hence it is 
said to Israel, and to Israel only, “The 
Lord hath given (you) his sabbath”; and 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good” (Gen. 
50:20). 
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and the Israelites in that early day, how 
much more so are they for us whose 
“hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ 
blood and righteousness”! God has re- 
vealed Himself to us both in the written 
and living Word, that is, Christ; we have 
before us a much longer record of His 
power and faithfulness than Moses had; 
He spared not His own Son for us; and 
we have a Saviour in whom “all the 
promises of God... are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us” 
(2 Cor. 1:20). As we do God’s work, 
we have good reason to take these great 
facts for ourselves; “For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were writ- 
ten for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope” (Rom, 15:4); “Now 
all these things happened unto them for 
ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). So, 
if we have a difficult task to do, it will 
repay us richly to reread carefully and 
rest hopefully on these grand old words 
of truth. 


First-Day Worship 


again, “I also gave (them) my sabbaths.” 

The Gentiles could not be concerned, 
as such, with God’s giving of a seventh- 
day sabbath to Israel, because, as I have 
showed before, it was given to Israel 
considered as the Church of God (Acts 
7:31). 

Now, I say, if this sabbath hath cere- 
monies thereto belonging, and if these 
ceremonies were essential to the right 
keeping of the sabbath, and again, if 
these ceremonies were given to Israel 
only, excluding all but such as were 
their proselytes, then this sabbath was 
given to them as excluding the Gentiles 
as such, 

When the Gentiles, at the Jews’ return 
from Babylon, came and offered their 
wares to sell to the children of Israel at 
Jerusalem on this sabbath, yea, and sold 
them too, yet not they, but the Jews, 
were rebuked as the only breakers of 
that sabbath. Nay, there dwelt then at 
Jerusalem men of Tyre that on this sab- 
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(2) 


bath sold their commodities to the Jews 

and men of Judah, yet not they, but the 
men of Judah, were contended with as 
the breakers of this sabbath. 

Nehemiah charged the breach thereof 
only upon his own people (Neh. 13:15 
-20). 

Wherefore he saith to Israel again, 
“Verily, my sabbaths (ye) shall keep.” 
And again, (Ye) “shall keep my sab- 
baths.” And again, “The children of Is- 
rael shall keep my sabbaths, to observe 
my sabbath throughout (their) genera- 
tions.” 

What can be more plain, these things 
thus standing in the Testament of God, 
than that the seventh-day sabbaths, as 
such, were given to Israel, to Israel only, 
and that the Gentiles, as such, were not 
concerned therein? 

The very reason also of God’s giving 
of the seventh-day sabbath to the Jews 
doth exclude the Gentiles, as such, from 
having any concern therein. For it was 
given to the Jews, as was said before, as 
they were considered God’s Church, and 
for a sign and token by which they 
should know that He had chosen and 
sanctified them to Himself for a pe- 
culiar people (Exed. 31:13-17; Ezek. 
20:12, 13). 

QUESTION IV 

Whether the seventh-day sabbath did 
not fall, as such, with the rest of the 
Jewish rites and ceremonies? Or whether 
that day, as a sabbath, was afterwards 
by the apostles imposed upon the 
churches of the Gentiles? 

I say that the nature of the law is 
moral, but the ministration and circum- 
stances thereunto belonging are shadow- 
ish and figurative. 

By the nature of it, I mean the matter 
thereof; by the ministration and circum- 
stances thereto belonging, I do mean the 
giving of it by such hands, at such a 
place the time, in such a mode, as when 
it was given to Israel in the wilderness. 

That ministration tannot be moral, for 
three reasons: 

1, It commenced not when morality 
commenced, but two thousand years af- 
ter. 

2. It was not universal, as the moral 
law is, it was given only to the Church 
of the Jews in those tables. 

3. Its end is passed as such a ministra- 
tion, though the same law, as to the 
morality thereof, abides. Where are the 
tables of stone and this law as therein 
contained? We only, as to that, have the 
notice of such a ministration and a re- 
hearsal of the law, with that mode of 
giving it, in the Testament of God. 

But to come to particulars: 

1. The very preface to that ministra- 
tion carrieth in it a type of our deliver- 
ance from the bondage of sin, the Devil, 
and hell, Pharaoh, and Egypt, and Is- 
rael’s bondage there being a type of 
these. 

2. The very stones in which this law 
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was engraven were a figure of the tables 
of the heart. The first two were a figure 
of the heart carnal, by which the law 
was broken; the last two of the heart 
spiritual, in which the new law, the law 
of grace, is written and préserved (Exod. 
34:1; 2 Cor. 3:3). 

3. The very mount on which this min- 
istration was given was typical of Mount 
Zion. See Hebrews 12, where they are 
compared. 

4. Yea, the very Church whom that 
ministration was given to was a figure 
of the Church of the Gospel that is on 
Mount Zion. See the same Scripture, 
and compare it with Acts 7:38; Revela- 
tion 14. 

5. That ministration was given in the 
hand and by the disposition of angels to 
prefigure how the new law or ministra- 
tion of the Spirit was to be given after- 
wards to the churches, under the New 
Testament, by the hands of the angel of 
God’s everlasting covenant of grace, who 
is His only-begotten Son. 

6. It was given to Israel also in the 
hand of Moses as a mediator, to show or 
typify out that the law of grace was in 
aftertimes to come to the Church of 
Christ by the hand and mediation of 
Jesus our Lord. 

7. As to this ministration, it was to 
continue “but till the Seed should come,” 
and then must, as such, give place to a 
better ministration (Gal. 3:19). “A bet- 
ter covenant, established upon better 
promises” (Heb. 8:6). 

From all this, therefore, I conclude 
that there is a difference to be put be- 
tween the morality of the law and the 
ministration of it upon Sinai. The law, 
as to its morality, was before, but as to 
this ministration, it was not till the 
Church was with Moses and he with the 
angels on Mount Sinai in the wilderness. 

Now by our new Lawsgiver, the Son of 
God, He being “Lord also of the sabbath 
day,” we have a time prefixed, as the law 
of nature requireth, a new day, by Him 
who is Lord of it—I say, appointed, 
wherein we may worship, not in the old- 
ness of that letter written and engraven 
in stones, but according to, and most 
agreeing with, His new and holy Testa- 
ment. And this I confirm further by 
those reasons that now shall follow: 

First. Because we find not, from the 
resurrection of Christ to the end of the 
Bible, anything written by which is im- 
posed that seventh-day sabbath upon the 
churches, 

Secondly. I find, as I have showed, 
that this seventh-day sabbath is con- 
fined not to the law of nature, as such, 
but to that ministration of it which was 
given on Sinai; which ministration, as 
it is come to an end as such, for it is 
rejected by Paul as a ministration no 
ways capable of abiding in the Church 
now, since the ministration of the Spirit 

also hath taken its place (2 Cor. 3). 
Wherefore, instead of propounding it to 
the churches with arguments tending 
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to its reception, he seeks, by degrading 
it of its own luster and glory, to wean 
the churches from any likement thereof, 

-Thirdly. 1. By calling of it the min- 
istration of death, of the letter, and of 
condemnation—a term more frightful, 
but no ways alluring to the godly. 

2. By calling it a ministration that 
now has no glory, by reason of the ex- 
ceeding glory of that ministration under 
which by the Holy Spirit the New Tes- 
tament churches are; and these are 
weaning considerations (2 Cor. 3). 

3. By telling of them it is a ministra- 
tion that tendeth to blind the mind and 


(Continued on page 722) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Why Did Not Isaac Go 
Down to Egypt? 


Perhaps you would like to comment 
some time on a thing which has puz- 
zled me. Abraham and Jacob both 
left the Promised Land, but in Genesis 
26:2 we read that ISaac was not to 
do so. Why? I suppose that Isaac was 
a weaker character than the other two 
and perhaps should not go for that 
reason. But then, too, there must be 
a spiritual lesson involved which I do 
not see.—An Ohio reader. 


No explanation is given in Genesis 
26 for God’s command, except that He 
would bless Isaac and his descendants 
if he remained in the land, in accord- 
ance with His promise to Abraham. 
However, inferences may be drawn from 
God’s dealing with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and several commentators gen- 
erally agree in their view of this ques- 
tion. The following notes are helpful: 

Matthew Henry: “God directed him 
under this trial by His word. Isaac finds 
himself straitened by the scarcity of 
provisions. Somewhere he must go for 
supply; it should seem, he set out for 
Egypt, whither his father went in the 
like strait, but he takes Gerar in his 
way, full of thoughts, no doubt, which 
way he had best steer his course, till 
God graciously appeared to him, and 
determined him, abundantly to his satis- 
faction. God bade him stay where he 
was, and not go down into Egypt. . 
There was a famine in Jacob’s days, and 
God bade him go down into Egypt (ch. 
46:3, 4), a famine in Isaac’s days, and 
God bade him not to go down, a famine 
in Abraham’s days, and God left him 
to his liberty, directing him neither way. 
This variety in the divine procedure 
(considering that Egypt was always a 
place of trial and exercise to God’s peo- 
ple) some ground upon [some believe 
was due to] the different characters of 
these three patriarchs. Abraham was a 
man of very high attainments, and inti- 
mate communion with God; and to him 


(Continued on page 722) 
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The Need for Pioneers in Jewish Missions 


Opportunity for initiative and courage in giving the 
Gospel to a people near at hand 


Jewish disciples before He ascended 
were, “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” The word translated 
“witnesses” in Acts 1:8 comes from the 
same root as the word “martyr.” The 
word “martyr” suggests the thought of 
laying down one’s life. A martyr has the 
spirit of a pionéer laying aside the nor- 
mal comforts and leaving the beaten 
paths of life that he may cut out new 
paths in the wilderness of unbelief. 
His is a life of beginnings. He refuses 
the lure of coasting on past accomplish- 
ment or leaning on the achievements of 
others, and blazes trails mentally and 
socially as well as physically. If we 
have the pioneer spirit we shall keep on 
beginning at Jerusalem, and beginning 
in Samaria, and beginning in the utter- 
most part of the earth. A New. Testa- 
ment vision is a world vision, and be- 
ginning at Jerusalem will not stop us 
from beginning in the uttermost part of 
the earth! Our beginning in the far 
away fields will not hinder us from keep- 
ing on beginning in Jerusalem. 


Barriers to Jewish Evangelism 

The proximity of the Jewish mission 
field causes many Christians to be blind- 
ed to the pioneer character of the Gospel 
enterprise among the Jewish people. 
Many Christians associate pioneering 
with physical hardship alone. This is a 
visible challenge. But there are hardships 
in the Jewish field just as great, and per- 
haps greater, which are not so visible. 

Naturally there are barriers to be 
overcome which seem insuperable. The 
testimony of the Church for many cen- 
turies has been colored by Gentile pos- 
sessiveness. It has insisted on the ex- 
clusion of Jewish culture from the lives 
of converts as a corollary of the Gospel. 


Tie Lord Jesus’ last words to His 


It has made Jewishness identical with-~ 


sin, This has convinced the Jews as a 
whole that Christianity is an attack on 
the perpetuation of the Jewish race. 

The Jewish soul-winner must take into 
account that there are staggering social 
barriers that must be faced by Jews who 
would accept Christ. Involved in their 
taking a stand for Christ is separation 
frorn the background of the Jewish race. 
Jewish people have said to the Writer, 
“For me to accept Jesus would mean for 
me to be false to the martyrs of our race.” 
They think of Jews who chose death 
rather than accept forced baptism at the 
hand of so-called Christians in former 
centuries. A rabbi’ said to a friend of 
mine, “If I accepted Jesus I would be 


The Rev. Fred Kendal is the general 
director of an association called “Is- 
rael’s Remnant,” Box 5535, Fenkell 
Station, Detroit 38. The society has 2 
Gospel Hall at Kendall Avenue and 
Oakman Boulevard in Detroit, a 
place where Jewish people are wel- 
comed and where they may have op- 
portunity to learn of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah and Saviour. 
In this article Mr. Kendal speaks of 
the hardships in the field of Jewish 
evangelism, and suggests ways in 
which Jews may be reached. 








committing suicide.” He meant commit- 
ting social suicide. Many a Hebrew 
Christian has said good-by to his family 
on the day of his public confession, never 
to be received into the arms of wife or 
children again. 

There are intellectual barriers lurking 
in Jewish minds that seem to justify 
their undying prejudice against the Gos- 
pel appeal. The doctrine of the trinity 
is so foreign to their thinking. The idea 
of the Sonship of Jesus is so far away 
from the teachings of the rabbis. The 
associations of images, pictures, and cru- 
cifixes with so-called Christianity seem 
to them a direct infringement on the Sec- 
ond Commandment. It makes Christian- 
ity look Gentile in their imagination. 
These difficulties can all be met by one 
who knows his Bible and has studied 
Jewish approaches. 

Some Christian workers enter the Jew- 
ish field without an appreciation of the 
pioneer character of the field. Hence 
they are unwilling to launch out into 
pioneer efforts, which are necessary to 
come to grips with the Jewish heart and 
invade the terrain of Jewish unbelief 
with powerful assaults. It is so easy to 
assume a fatalistic, defeatist attitude 
and excuse our futility by referring to 
the blindness of Israel. 

The writer remembers a Zionist leader 
who became a Christian in his home city. 
His testimony rang out on the street cor- 
ners of Toronto, thirty-five years ago. 
One of his favorite songs was, “Love 
Found a Way To Redeem My Soul.” In 
his characteristic accent he would sing, 
“Loff finds a vay to redeem my soul.” 
How true it is that love finds a way! He 
who has the martyr spirit, the pioneer 
spirit, will never rest until he finds a 
way to reach Jewish souls in his com- 
munity with an effective testimony. 

There is a temptation for Christian 
workers to rest on the work of others 
and follow time-worn approaches to the 
Jews which may have heen effective in 
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former years, but have become sterile 
with the changing field. The Jewish 
people have changed tremendously in 
the last generation. Tracts written for 
the orthodox Jew a decade ago are in- 
effective with the educated Jew today. 

Every community demands a special 
approach, every situation special wisdom. 
One Hebrew Christian couple moved into 
a new community and after they had 
rented an apartment they put an adver- 
tisement in the paper saying, “Jewish 
family would like to meet Jewish people 
interested in studying about Jesus.” The 
result of that advertisement was such a 
flood of phone calls, that a Bible class 
was started in their new home. Today 
there is an incorporated witness to Israel 
which grew out of this newspaper adver- 
tisement. 

A Gentile Christian working among 
Jews had been accumulating pictures 
of Israel and Bible texts written on pla- 
cards which had been fulfilled in recent 
years. She conceived the idea of holding 
an Israel display in public libraries. A 
Jewish resort town was the place where 
she made her first experiment. The news- 
paper publicized it. She reached her 
community for Christ and was able to 
get her message across to thousands who 
could not have been reached in any 
other way. She has since repeated this 
from city to city. 


A Gospel Chariot 


One missionary in a western city uses 
his car as a Gospel chariot. Every morn- 
ing he drives down town on the direct 
routes frequented by Jewish bus riders. 
He picks up Jews at his stops. His tracts 
are on display above the windshield 
waiting for the eyes of his Jewish pas- 
sengers. By the time they reach the 
center of the city, a well-planned Gos- 
pel message has been planted in their 
hearts. 

A Jewish young man, working in a 
university town with a thousand Jewish 
students, holds musicales in his apart- 
ment on Saturday nights. His Hebrew- 
Christian wife, His Jewish books and 
pictures, create an atmosphere in which 
Jewish students and professional men 
find a home away from home in his cozy 
dwelling, A Prophecy New Testament! 
slipped ‘into the hand at an opportune 
moment follows up the hospitable ap- 
proach with the Word of God, and an 
unobtrusive entrance is made to the 
hearts of Jewish intellectuals. 





1 Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race 
St., Philadelphia. 


(Continued on page 711) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





land the bicentenary of the death 

of John Cennick, first of Methodist 
lay preachers. A carpenter by trade, he 
put up church buildings for the con- 
gregations resulting from his evange- 
lism. In his open air preaching he ex- 
perienced much of the coarse rioting 
which fell to John Wesley himself. He 
died at the early age of thirty-six. 

He left many fine hymns of his own 
composition, “Ere I Sleep for Every 
Favour,” “Children of the Heavenly 
King,” and “Thou Great Redeemer, Dy- 
ing Lamb,” but his immortal legacy are 
the two table blessings, used in Christian 
homes of the English-speaking lands for 
two hundred years. They are: 

Grace Before Meat 
Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored: 


Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
May feast in Paradise with thee, 


Grace After Meat 

We bless Thee, Lord, for this our food, 

But more for Jesus’ flesh and blood, 

The manna to our spirits given, 

The Bread of Life sent down from Heaven. 

Praise shall our grateful lips employ, 

While life and plenty we enjoy; 

Till worthy, we adore Thy name, 

While banqueting with Christ, the Lamb. 
. The Festival of Faith, so-called, at the 
United Nations’ anniversary in San 
Francisco, recalls the Parliament of Re- 
ligions at the World’s Fair in Chicago, 
sixty-two years previously. It is a char- 
acteristic gesture of theological liberal- 
ism. A polychrome gathering of Moslem 
Imans, Hindu Swamis, Jewish rabbis, 
Greek popes, Buddhists, Unitarians, and 
American sentimentalists from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches poured out 
a trickle of prayer for international 


"Tossa are commemorating in Eng- 


peace, not merely public prayer, but - 


publicity prayer such as the Sermon on 
the Mount warns against, prayer “seen 
of men.” It was described as a “thun- 
derous spiritual appeal to God.” Yes— 
stage thunder! 

There were readings from the Sayings 
of Confucius, from Buddhist writings, 
the Koran, the Hindu Bhagavad Gita 
—and the New Testament, all on a 
parity. 

The demonstration was initiated by 
members of the local Council of 
Churches; the presiding officer was Dr. 
Nolde, a secretary of the World Council of 
Churches and of the International Mis- 
sionary Council. The National Council’s 
official message proclaimed the United 
Nations “a symbol and- method for 
strengthening the foundations of free- 
dom, peace, and security,” and described 
peace and concord as “the fruits of world 
community,” by which was _ perhaps 
meant a coming world government. 


Those who have looked below the sur- 
face see in the United Nations’ past ten 
years something quite different. 


A World Religion Prayer Meeting 
under the auspices of the World Parlia- 
ment of Religions was held in the Pres- 
byterian Labor Temple, New York. This 
was a sequel to “the Fesitval of Faith” 
that preceded the tenth anniversary of 
the United Nations in San Francisco. 
“Distinguished leaders of the major 
faiths participated: Baha’i, Buddhist, 
Christian, Hindu, Judaism, Moslem.” 
Their exotic names are given, Swami 
Akhilananda, Christodolou, Dzvonchik, 
Ezenekwe, Harsanyi, Horioka, Shakin, 
and what not. Presbyterian minister 
Richard E. Evans presided. The re- 
sponsive readings were selections from 
the Koran, the Bhagavad Gita, the New 
Testament, and the writings of Con- 
fucius. 

What were they praying for? For di- 
vine guidance for the Geneva confer- 
ence of last July. 

The Presbyterian Labor Temple is op- 
erated by the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


On Whitmonday, May 30, 1955, a Com- 
memoration Pilgrimage was made to Ox- 
ford to honor the Marian martyrs, Cran- 
mer, Ridley, and Latimer “who near this 
spot yielded their bodies to be burned, 
bearing witness to the sacred truths 
which they had affirmed and main- 
tained against the errors of the Church 
of Rome and rejoicing that to them it 
was given not only to believe in Christ 
but also to suffer for his sake.” (These 
words are inscribed on the Martyrs’ Me- 
morial, erected on the place of the burn- 
ing in the Broad Street). Wreathes 
were laid at the base of the monument 
by representatives from all over the 
land, and there was a lovely service in 
the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, 
where once J. H. Newman was Uni- 
versity preacher. From the names one 
judges that there was little if any par- 
ticipation from the side of the Anglo- 
Catholics, yet these martyrs are the 
greatest glory of the Church of England. 

Thou wast their Rock, *their Fortress, and 

their Might; 

Thou, Lord, their Captain 

fought fight; 

Thou, in the darkness dread, their one 

true Light: 
Alleluia! 


in the well- 


(From the closing hymn.) 


Judas sold the Lord for a little silver; 
Ananias “lied to the Holy Ghost” for 
the price of a land sale. They both per- 
ished ignominiously, true seed of the 
Supplanter and Mammon _ worshipers. 
But when Paul, the type of converted 


‘Council of Churches, 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Israel, was brought to the feet of Jesus, 
it is noteworthy that the names of Judas 
and Ananias reappear. It was Judas 
who took the stricken Saul into his 
home on Straight Street, Damascus, and 
cared for him, although to the Chris- 
tians of Damascus this seemed a peril- 
ous thing indeed to do. And it was 
Ananias who was chosen of God to wel- 
come “brother Saul” into the Christian 
community, to lay healing hands on him, 
and to be the channel of the Spirit to 
the greatest of the apostles. 

The names Judas and Ananias had a 
new birth. They are typical of the new 
birth which Jews must have and Israel 
will yet have. “Brotherhood Week” is 
like painting rotten boards, which is 
indeed true of both Gentile and Jew 
participating. One should remember that 
it is to the Harry Fosdick-Rockefeller 
group that the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews runs back, for they 
formed ‘the parent “Committee on Good 
Will” of the Federal Council, “to re- 
move the verbal obstacles to co-opera- 
tion of the two great faiths believing 
alike in the brotherhood of the children 
of the one God.” These neo-Unitarians 
have abandoned Christ’s teaching of an 
indispensable new birth. 

This program of “get-together” runs 
even further. I notice the announce- 
ment of a coming convocation of a new 
World Fellowship of Moslems and Chris- 
tians to be held next year in Pakistan 
or Spain or Switzerland. It will draw 
up a constitution. This task will be 
entrusted to fourteen Christians with 
the Rev. E. N. Howse of the Bloor Street 
United Church, Toronto, chairman, and 
fourteen Moslems with a Mohammedan 
sheik as co-chairman. It is planned to 
set up local Moslem-Christian groups in 
cities world over and to make the move- 
ment a grass roots one. 

Significant, too, is the picture in the 
National Outlook, organ of the National 
of the Buddhist 
lama, Geshe Wangyal, who has been 
brought to America by Church World 
Service to be the spiritual guide of some 
Kalmuck refugees in the United States. 


“The poor have the gospel preached 
to them.”—Beggars in Korea are a con- 
sequence of wartime ravages and not 
generally willing beggars. Their gath- 
ering place in Pusan is on Choong Moo 
Road, and their evangelist, M. C. Pak, 
a man who through prayer and faith in 
the name of Christ brought about the 
cleansing of a leper. ‘The meetings are 
held in two tents, and some two hun- 
dred beggars attend with as many more 
Christians. The beggars came first in 
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groups, each with its chief. In the first 
four days there was fighting, stealing 
from each other, drinking, yelling, quar- 
reling. But on the fourth day, during 
the singing of a hymn, the grace of God 
seemed to come down. Many came 
under conviction of sin and rose to con- 
fess all manner of evil living. Among 
themselves they took on new resolves 
to live peaceably together, forming a 
sort of self-governing body. Some went 
out to spread the Gospel, returning to 
the evening meetings to report in praise 
and thanksgiving. 

Some striking conversions are reported 
among the three hundred beggars who 
have turned to the Lord Jesus. Even 
though they were out on the streets in 
daytime, they without fail returned for 
the night meetings, promising as they 
beg to give testimony to Christ. 

We may add that the Korean Chris- 
tians can only excite admiration. The 
church is reported as more vigorous 
and larger than when the Korean war 
with its illimitable tragedy broke out. 
Thus the Yung Na Church in Seoul has 
four large branch churches, two orphan- 
ages, a home for widows, four Bible 
clubs teaching elementary school sub- 
jects, and two high schools. These Bible 
clubs, ‘organized in many cities, are 
offering to some forty thousand children 
the three R’s, Christian teaching, and 
due recreation. These children are gath- 
ered off the streets and from refugee 
camps. In Seoul alone, 9,750 such chil- 
dren are enrolled. 


In February there is a week of 
“brotherhood” in which “modernist” 
Protestants make much ado about their 
spiritual kinship with Catholic and Jew. 
Let me reprint two incidents to illus- 
trate this. common bond: 

Maria Centano, a Protestant director 
in an Argentinian school, was discharged 
from her position because of her evan- 
gelical faith after many false accusa- 
tions on the part of police, Catholic 
clergy, and press. “Last August she 
was dragged from her school, robbed of 
a thousand dollars, and slandered pub- 
licly in the papers by the chief of police. 
The man behind the persecution was 
promised protective coverage by the 
Catholic clergy and a national senator. 
One priest admitted that Maria was a 
very good woman, but said the Church 
could not permit an Evangelical to re- 
main in the school system.” 

In Israel, Rachel Bar-Giora, twenty- 
six, a teacher in the only school in 
Eilat, was ordered dismissed by Minis- 
ter of Education Ben Zion Dinur, when 
it was learned that she had joined the 
congregation of Messianic Jews. 

Mrs, Bar-Giora is a daughter of Or- 
thodox Jews in St. Louis and long a 
devoted patriot of the new Israeli state, 
a veteran of the war of independence 
and earlier active, to the point of im- 
prisonment, in agitation for Jewish na- 
tionality. She was the only volunteer 
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for this pioneer school and highly es- 
teemed as a teacher. 

Why are such instances found only in 
the Jewish-Catholic fraction of the 
brotherhood demonstrations? That is a 
question to be answered as members 
offer each other cigarette “light” in sym- 
bolical brotherhood. 

Mr. Gartenhaus writes of evangelism 
in Mexico among both Jews and Mexi- 
cans which has been carried on by him- 
self and Edward Lieberman, another He- 
brew-Christian evangelist. Paul and 
Silas! “Come and hear two Hebrews 
preach Christ” was the sign outside the 
largest evangelical church in Mexico, 
and night after night large crowds gath- 
ered. Each service was attended by num- 
bers of Jews, and they came back, time 
and again, bringing with them other 
Jews. 

As soon as the invitation was given 
by Mr. Lieberman, scores started to 
march to the front. Young mothers 
carrying their infants wrapped in their 
shawls fell upon their knees weeping 
and confessing Christ; also cripples and 
a blind man. “At the close of each 
service, men and women put their arms 
around Mr. Lieberman and me, kissing 
us in gratitude for teaching them the 
way.” 

This is the third of the campaigns 
conducted by Hebrew-Christian evange- 
lists to the thousands of Jews in Mexico. 
A publication, Nuestra Esperanza (Our 
Hope), has been widely circulated and 
has become the topic of discussion in 
Jewish homes, business places, and syna- 
gogues. As a consequence, many have 
asked for New Testaments to learn more 
about Messiah Jesus. Awakening among 
Jews was soon followed by joint meet- 
ings of Mexicans and Jews. 

Among the letters asking for con- 
tinuance of the meetings came one from 
P. De Koster Fuentes, a professor in 
the University of Mexico, who offered 
to get a leave of absence for two months 
in order to accompany these Hebrew- 
Christian evangelists all over Mexico. 
Of him Mr. Gartenhaus says, “I have 
never known a man who can put as 
much enthusiasm and fire into interpret- 
ing God’s message to people as this bril- 
liant and cultivated professor.” 

Good News From the Navajos.—Mr. 
Stokely writes: “Today is the day of 
God’s power in Navajoland. We have 
known the Navajo people and their sit- 
uation for many years and never have 
we seen the eagerness for the Gospel 
nor the response we are seeing today. 
They have awakened from the sleep im- 
posed upon them by the Devil and the 
ignorance permitted by our government 

” 
This is confirmed by the following 
from the Wycliffe translators: 

“The galley proofs of the Navajo New 
Testament are receiving careful scru- 
tiny from Misses Edgerton and David- 
son. Requests for the New Testament 
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are already pouring in from Navajo 
radio listeners, patients in T.B. sanato- 
riums, railroad camps, harvest fields in 
Utah, Idaho, and California, from mis- 
sionaries, and from Navajo school chil- 
dren. By His perfect timing, God has 
created a tremendous interest and desire 
for the New Testament just as it is to 
be made available.” 

Miss Fleming, another Wycliffe trans- 
lator, writes from Guatemala of the 
Black Caribs, a mixed Indian and Afri- 
can group with their own language, who 
live on the Central American coasts: 

“Some sixty to one hundred Carib 
women gather weekly to discuss their 
family problems, their sicknesses, their 
food. We have been invited to attend 
in order to learn Carib more quickly. 
The women are delighted over the for- 
eign girls really learning their language 
and call on us to make speeches in 
Carib. What an opportunity for lan- 
guage practice and for planting a wit- 
ness for Him!” 


Saragossa in Spain was originally 
named after Caesar Augustus, the 
Roman Emperor (Sar-agossa) who sent 
Mary to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1), and the 
Baptist Church on Madre Sacramento of 
Saragossa, where her Son is worshiped, 
has been closed by order of the Roman 
Catholic authorities “for having held a 
meeting in secret.” (As if they were 
freely allowed open meetings!) Doors 


“and windows have been sealed with 


judicial seals. (So did the Roman Pilate 
seal Christ’s sepulcher.) 

This church has long been used and 
its members were rejoicing in the pur- 
chase of a new harmonium for their 
modest sanctuary. 

So are authentic Christians treated in 
Saragossa! At the same time clerical 
Christianity revels in,its idolatries. The 
city has been the scene of Marian pro- 
cessions. In them thirty statues of the 
Virgin from as many cities and shrines 
in Spain were borne through the city 
streets. «“The Immaculate Heart of 
Mary” led the march; followed four 
statues from Aragon accompanied by 
celebrated dancers who exhibited their. 
gyrations as they moved along. Every 
Spanish province was thus represented, 
and, accompanying the statues, were 
prelates and civil authorities. They 
came from Grenada, from the Basque 
province, from Galacia; Our Lady of 
Kings from Seville; the Notre Dame of 
the Abandoned from Valencia; another 
from Castile. , A silver image of Our 
Lady of Pilar closed the procession. 
All the statues halted for some minutes 
under a palace balcony on which stood 
Franco and his wife. Thousands of 
kneeling folk thundered the Gregorian 
Salve Regina, and the Papal Nuncio 
closed with prayer. 

Comment of a Saragossa paper, El 
Heraldo de Aragon: “There passed 
through our streets yesterday that ‘which 
is best in Spain, its faith. One after 
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another of the statues were applauded 
with respect and love.” 

The Marian year is over; one final 
allusion to it from South Boston may 
be in order where, at a great Marian 
demonstration, some four hundred yachts 
received Archbishop Cushing’s blessing 
from a floating Marian shrine. That w&s 
on August 15, 1954. The sequel came 
two weeks later. On August 31, the 
Carol hurricane wrecked more then eight 
hundred of the finest racing and other 
yachts of New England, which no doubt 
included many of those that were 
blessed. 


The harassed Evangelical Christians of 
Spain last October appointed the first 
of November as a day of prayer for 
relief from an ever-increasing persecu- 
tion. The leading figure in this perse- 
cution has been Cardinal Ségura of 
Seville, of whom the Paris paper Le 
Monde writes: 

“In the eyes of Cardinal Ségura, Prot- 
estantism deserves the same interdiction 
as Satanic jazz. Their temples anger 
him; he closes them; the young men of 
Seville Catholic Action piously set fire 
to them. His pastorals and his sermons 
accuse Franco of too great tolerance of 
the demons of the Reformation. He 
hates America, says so, and lets his 
hatred spread. The construction of 
American air bases near Seville has in- 
tensified his irritation. They are Cal- 
vin’s springboards.” 

This overweening churchman who 
threw his weight against all opposition 
has ridden to a fall. The reign of his 
Eminence is now a thing of the past. 
The press has reported how this extraor- 
dinary event came to pass. 

Monsignor Bueno Monreal, Bishop of 
Vittoria, came to Seville on the third 
of November during an absence of Car- 
dinal Ségura. He summoned the chap- 
ter to the cathedral capitulary and be- 
fore an audience, mute with surprise, 
read a letter in which the Pope in accord 
with the government at Madrid, had 
designated him on the second of No- 
vember as the coadjutor of the Arch- 
bishop; that ‘is, actually, his successor. 
Such procedure is extremely rare, but, 
since a decree of Boniface VIII in 1298, 
popes have had recourse to it when they 
think a prelate, because of age or ill 
health, is unable longer to fulfill the 
functions of his office. This nomination 
of Mgr. Monreal consecrates the disgrace 
of Cardinal Ségura. Nothing remains 
for him but to resign himself to it “in 
the silence of his charity.” 

Journalists see in this unusual event 
a victory of Franco over the haughty 
Ségura, who often annoyed him. Here 
was a diplomatic maneuver of the Vat- 
ican. 

Christians, note the proximity of two 
dates: November first, universal prayer 
for persecuted Spanish Protestants; No- 
vember second, disgrace of their prin- 
cipal enemy, the instigator of all their 
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hardships, Cardinal Ségura. The ef-. 
fectual fervent prayer of the righteous 
still accomplishes much. (From Le Chré- 
tien Evangelique.) 

What will be the outcome of the dis- 
turbances in Argentina is at present un- 
clear. The Life of Faith appropriately 
calls attention to the great work for 
freedom of religion effected by Pablo 
(or Paul) Besson at an earlier,day. He 
was minister of the Swiss Church in 
Buenos Aires, a Baptist, earlier asso- 
ciated with Prof. Frédéric Godet in 
Switzerland and sturdily protested the 
many disabilities which Christians suf- 
fered in Argentina by an oppressive 
Romanism. Those who had not been 
priest-sprinkled could not marry nor 
bury their dead nor exercise inheritance 
rights. Dead Protestants had to be 
buried on beaches, as neutral ground, 
or on roadways or in back yards. 

Besson began by writing a series of 
powerful letters in La Prensa, which 
were read throughout the nation and 
finally forced the government to inter- 
vene and to repeal the inhuman re- 
strictions. He himself defied the laws, 
marrying and burying Christians in spite 
of threats of arrest. He won out. “To- 
day the civil register, civil marriage, 
and municipal cemetery in Argentina 
stand as memorials to the heroic efforts 
of Pablo Besson to secure religious 
rights for all.” 

I suppose that the Roman Church 
would describe these’ alleviations to 
Protestants as persecution of itself. At 
least La Croix, the French Catholic or- 
gan, in its list of persecutions suffered 
by its fellow churchmen in Argentina, 
includes permitted entry of Protestant 
pastors to public hospitals on the same 
basis as Catholic clergy. 

The Greek Orthodox Church is in the 
World Council.—In Archbishop Michael’s 
summary of the Greek Orthodox faith, 
he says: 

“The Orthodox Church derives her 
teaching from two sources, the Holy 
Scriptures and the Sacred Tradition. 
These two sources are of equal value 
and they complement each other, ... 
Sacred tradition is older than the New 
Testament. 

“The clergy trace their descent by un- 
interrupted succession from the apos- 
tles and through them from our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Apostolic succession is 
fundamental to the Church. Without it 
the Church is quite unthinkable.” 

The Anglican members of the World 
Council cherish the same opinion. We 
are told in W.C.C. handouts that this 
church has “officially decided to admit 
Lutheran Christians from the Norwe- 
gian, Danish, and Icelandic churches to 
the communion table”; that is, when 
they are staying in England and cut off 
from their own churches” they will be 
allowed to receive the Holy Communion 
in the Anglican Church in spite of the 
fact ‘ that “these three Northern 
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Churches do not have apostolic succes- 
sion and have no desire to introduce it.” 

To those who hold this exclusive no- 
tion of the Church let me offer this 
bit of exegesis. The risen Christ in the 
Revelation holds the seven stars (or 
churches) in His hand. The word for 
“hold,” krateo, has the connotation of 
great might, “holds firmly.” But that is 
not all. Krateo with the genitive means 
“to hold part of”; with the accusative, 
“to hold all of.” In this case, the ac- 
cusative is used. This implies that 
Christ holds the whole church in His 
hand. No single church is “the Church.” 
All churches are His and all belong to 
Him, provided they have the spirit of 
Christ, for “if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
Jesus was seen walking in the midst of 
the churches; that is, He is present 
among all of them. 

American Baptists who have been in- 
veigled into the World Council should note 
other of their new bedfellows. Edward 
Crankshaw, writing in the Scotsman of 
Edinburgh, points out that the Baptists, 
the most numerous of all Protestant 
groups in Russia, have hitherto been 
relatively undisturbed, but that now 
they, too, are threatened. He quotes an 
article in Soviet Latvia warning them 
of what is coming, and adds significantly, 
“It is hard to escape the impression that 
the Kremlin is working with the Ortho- 
dox Church in this new attempt to break 
the influence of Protestantism.” 

Is that the Spirit of Christ? 


Varia—The Sheboygan Press _(Wis- 
consin) has for a quarter century co- 
operated with the American Leprosy 
Missions, its carrier boys taking the 
familiar collecting banks (piggy banks) 
around town and placing them in busi- 
ness offices, factories, stores, libraries, 
schools, bus and railroad stations. Back- 
ing this are editorials and articles dur- 
ing the Christmas month, which explain 
the purpose and extent of the work. 
Since 1951, each year’s drive has totaled 
more than $1,000. Says Editor Werner, 
“We at the Sheboygan Press are partic- 
ularly gratified that the people in this 
area recognize the plight of these suf- 
fering people and want to help them.” 

The Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee has a center for servicemen at 
San Diego, and for several years seamen 
from a Peruvian training ship have vis- 
ited its meetings. Mr. Sibley, the direc- 
tor, writes: 

“The Peruvian banquet was a great 
success, and we had 61 decisions: for 
Christ. Altogether we had 183 decisions 
made by these Peruvians since they 
landed in San Diego. How we do appre- 
ciate the Testaments and tracts (from 
the Bible Meditation League) for these 
boys.” 

Gospel Recordings, Inc., recently sent 
a ton of records for use among the tur- 
bulent Mau Maus of Kenya Colony; also 
3,000 records to Indo-China, 
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The Need for Pioneers 
(Continued from page 707) 


In many cities Hebrew-Christian con- 
gregations are springing up. The rise of 
the new Israel has given a new sense of 
entity to the Jewish people, and the pres- 
ence of corporate testimonies of united 
Jewish believers is making an appeal to 
the Jewish people as it could not have 
done a generation ago. When an ap- 
proach is made from within rather than 
from without it helps remove the racial 
barrier and Jews are given a chance to 
find themselves at home with the Lord 
Jesus, i 

The challenge of the presence of five 


¢ 
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million Jews in America today is for a 
new army of pioneers who are willing 
to adapt themselves to the modern Jew 
that they may create short-cuts through 
the barriers, whether they be racial, soc- 
ial, or intellectual, so that the sons of Ja- 
cob may have a fair chance to look Mes- 
siah Jesus in the face in His true perspec. 
tive, and have their hearts exposed to 
the Word of God. The Apostle Paul said, 
“Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that 
I might gain the Jews ...I am made 
all things .to all men, that I might by all 
means save some” (1 Cor. 9:20, 22). This 
approach of the Apostle Paul can well 
bear repetition today. 


DETROIT 


The Underground Room Near the Garden Tomb 


Was it originally a cistern or a place of worship ? 


N February 6, 1955, Dr. Gerald Win- 

rod of the Defender magazine an- 
nounced -on his Sunday evening broad- 
cast that the Defender missionary in 
Beirut, Mr. John Turnbull, had reported 
to him the discovery of an underground 
room near the Garden Tomb in Jeru- 
salem. As summarized by Dr. Winrod, 
this is what happened: The Warden of 
the Garden Tomb, Mr. S. J. Mattar, 
noted that one of the three cisterns near 
the Garden Tomb had gone dry. He 


descended to the cistern by a rope ladder, . 


found that the chamber that served as 
a cistern measured approximately 33x56 
feet and was 33 feet high. The water 
had escaped through a break in the wall, 
There was a sealed door in the cistern, 
opposite which, on the east wall, was 
carved a cross and a shield. Dr. Winrod 
concluded that this was a church, prob- 
ably built in the days of the Apostles, 
and asked, “Who knows but what the 
famous Council of Jerusalem, described 
in Acts 15, was held here?” 

Dr. Winrod’s broadcast concerning this 
underground chamber was published in 
a pamphlet entitled, “An Astounding Dis- 
covery: Underground church carved in 
solid rock found near Tomb of Christ in 
Jerusalem: Defender Organization Fin- 
ances Archaeological Work; Dr. Winrod 
tells story on Nation-wide broadcast.” 

This writer received questions con- 
cerning Dr. Winrod’s report from all over 
the country. However, the writer felt 
it best to withhold all opinion until his 
arrival in Jerusalem. When we arrived 
in Jerusalem in March, 1955, we saw Mr. 
Mattar at the Garden Tomb, and when 
we finished our third season at Dothan 
(60 miles north of Jerusalem), we again 
conferred with Mr. Mattar early in June, 
1955. 

In addition to investigating the under- 
ground chamber, Mr. Mattar has also 
been uncovering the remains of the walls 
of a surface building near the Garden 
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Tomb, and near the shaft leading to the 
underground chamber. This _ surface 
building may have been a Christian 
building, but one cannot say how early 
or how ‘late its date was. This writer 
went over the potsherds found in the 
earth around the foundations of the 
building; it was typical of the type of 
broken pottery one might find any time 
during the several hundred years fol- 
lewing the time of Christ. 

As to the underground chamber, this 
writer feels that there are at least two 
possible explanations: (1) that an un- 
derground cistern was carved out of the 
native rock, and that at some time it was 
expedient to use it as a place of worship. 
Whether this was within the last few 
hundred years, or was closer to New 
Testament times would be very difficult 
to say; (2) that an underground cham- 
ber was carved out to be used as a place 
of worship, and that subsequently it was 
expedient to convert it into a cistern, In 
any event, whether originally a cistern 
or place of worship, it has been used in 
recent years as a cistern. 

In discussing the matter with Mr. Mat- 
tar in June, he expressed basically the 
same conclusion as that of the writer, 
namely, that it might originally have 
been either a cistern or place of worship. 

This writer believes that one must 
always be careful in not overstating the 
case regarding things archaeological and 
Biblical. With this view Mr. Mattar fully 
agrees. We have so much evidence that 
illuminates the Bible and Biblical times 
that we need merely to state the case 
and to avoid overstating it. Until some- 
thing more conclusive is found, the mat- 
ter of the date and significance of this 
underground chamber should be left 
open. 

Mr. Mattar is a fine Arab Christian. 
He holds the same convictions as this 
writer and the Editors of THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times, and is to be commended 
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for his fine work in maintaining the 
Garden Tomb. This writer regrets that 
the Dothan excavation did not leave him 
time to participate more directly in the 
excavating which Mr. Mattar has done in 
clearing the foundations of the building 
near the surface, between the Garden 
Tomb and the shaft which leads down 
to the underground chamber. 

From the publicity given the matter, 
thjs writer was under the impression that 
the fact that the cistern was an under- 
ground chamber was a new discovery. 
In discussing the matter with the Direc- 
tor of Antiquities of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan, and also with Mr. Mattar, 
we learned that it has been known all 
along that the cistern was a chamber. 

This writer commends the interest and 
gifts of Sunpay Scnoot Trmes readers for 


the maintenance of the Garden Tomb, as 


arranged by the English Committee 
which controls the tomb, and as carried 
out by Mr. Mattar as Warden of the 
Garden Tomb. 


WHEATON, ILL, 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1956 


LIST of lessons prepared by THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson series for 1956 
is now available. It is a convenient 
pocket-size pamphlet, listing all the les- 
sons in the year in chronological order. 
Over-all lesson titles are given, with the 
Scripture references and Golden Texts 
and devotional readings. The specific 
topics for the various departments of 
the Sunday school are also given with 
the Scripture references for each, where 
they differ from the over-all Scriptures. 
Many superintendents and teachers 
have found THe SunpAy ScHoot TIMeEs 
lesson list a valuable tool to place in the 
hands of each pupil as an encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
Used in the regular Sunday school ses- 
sions instead of lesson leaflets, they may 
stimulate pupils to use the Bible itself, 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Here is also a convenient lesson list that 
superintendents can hand to substitute 
teachers as a guide for lesson prepara- 
tion. 

Have you discovered how this valu- 
able tool may help your school or class? 
Why not order a supply and put them 
to work? They may be had for 15 cents 
a copy, $1.50 a dozen, or $12 a hundred, 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


We must have peace with God be- 
fore we can enjoy the peace of God. 
We must receive. the atonement, with 
all its blessed comfort, before we can 
enter upon our heritage in Christ Jesus. 
—F. B. Meyer. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER -25. RENEWED ALLEGIANCE TO THE LAW 


Nehemiah 8; 9; 10:28-39; Ezekiel 20:19, 20; printed text, Ezekiel 20:19, 20; Nehemiah 9:1-3;, 
10:32, 35, 37, 39 (In this order.) . 


Golden Text.—I am the Lord your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them.—Ezek. 20:19 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 
Ezek. 20:19 I am the Lorp your God; walk in my statutes, 
and keep my judgments, and do them; 
20 And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 
between me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lorp 
your God. 


Neh. 9:1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month 
the children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with 
sackclothes, and earth upon them. 

2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all 
strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the 
iniquities of their fathers. 

3 And they stood up in their place, and read in the book 
of the law of the Lorp their God one fourth part of the day; 
and another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the 


ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the 
service of the house of our God; 


35 And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the first- 
fruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house 
of the Lorp: 


37 And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, 
and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of 
wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the 
house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the 
Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all 
the cities of our tillage. 


39 For the children of Israel] and the children of Levi 
shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, and 
the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the 
sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and 





Lorp their God. 


Chap. 10:32 Also we made ordinances for us, to charge 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


UE allegiance is always willing 

to pay a price, and usually does. 

Those who drew up the Declara- 

tion of Independence pledged their lives, 

their goods, and their honor to the cause, 

and most of them actually paid heavily 
in the struggle which followed. 

True allegiance to God will pledge no 
less to Him and His cause. Those who 
shrink from danger and loss and evil 
repute for Christ’s sake are frankly ad- 
mitting that Christ means less to them 
than political freedom meant to the 
fathers of our country. 

The Children of Israel, brought back 
from captivity and re-established in 
their land, returned to God with all 
their heart. Awakened by His Word to 
a renewed allegiance to the God of their 
salvation, they pledged themselves to 
Him, even if obedience were costly. It 
was going to be costly socially to be 
a separate people; it was going to be 
costly economically to keep the whole 
Sabbath system; it was going to be costly 
in goods to maintain the services of the 
Temple as they ought to be, But, taking 
account of the cost, they pledged them- 
selves to walk in the ways of the Lord. 


Allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ 


may demand a social price from us, so 
we must ask ourselves whether society 
means more to us than Christ. Follow- 
ing Christ may mean the discontinuance 


the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; .the Inter- 
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of some “profitable” business practices, 
so we must decide between Christ and 
business. Consecration will certainly 
touch our pocketbooks, so we must 
choose between being possessors or stew- 
ards, we must determine whether our 
estate or the work of God has prior 
claim. 

But be sure of this, that allegiance, 
whether to God or to mammon, whether 
to Christ or to society, whether to the 
Gospel or to commerce, will cost. 


Verse by Verse 


Ezek. 20:19.—“I am the Lord your 
God; walk in my statutes . . . and do 
them.” The godhood of Jehovah de- 
mands the obedience of all men, but 
when the God-people relation is estab- 
lished, it makes obedience all the more 
imperative. 

Verse 20.—‘And hallow my sabbaths 
... that ye may know that I am the 
Lord your God.” The Sabbaths were a 
special gift to Israel, a token of their 
relation to God. A true observance of 
the Sabbaths, therefore, would bring 
with it a deeper realization of that re- 
lation. Their attitude to the Sabbath 
was a criterion of their attitude to God 
and His Law. 

Neh. 9:1—“Now .. . the children of 
Israel were assembled with fasting... 
and earth upon them.” This was the 
seventh month of the year, the 
same month in which they had cel- 
brated a great Feast of Tabernacles (8: 
13-18). Now the feasting gave place to 
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fasting, for there was sin to be con- 
fessed, 


Verse 2.—“‘And the seed of Israel sep- 
arated themselves from all strangers, 
and ... confessed their sins .. .” There 
is little value in confessing sin .which 
one is not prepared to put away. Re- 
pentance is penitence acted upon. See 
also how they accepted the burden of 
the sins of their fathers. 


Verse 3.—“And they . . . read in the 
book . . . one fourth part of the day; 
and another fourth part they confessed 
...” The spiritual awakening came as a 
result of, and in conjunction with, the 
reading of the Word. Note the length 
of the service—six hours: three hours 
allowing the Werd to penetrate, and three 
hours expressing their response in con- 
fession and worship. 

Verses 4-38 give us one of the impor- 
tant prayers of the Bible. It is inter- 
esting that Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9, and 
Daniel 9 all give us wonderful prayers, 
with a remarkable similarity between 
them. 

Chap. 10:32.—“Also we . . charge 
ourselves yearly with the third part of 
a shekel for the service of the house of 
our God.” The Law called for a half 
shekel (Exod. 30:13), and this held in 
New Testament days. See Matthew 17: 
24-27. The situation may not have re- 
quired the full amount here. 

Verse 35.—“And to bring the firstfruits 
of our ground .. . unto the house of the 
Lord.” The first fruits were part of the 
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Lesson for September 25 


offerings of the Children of Israel. See 
Exodus 23:19. 

Verse 36.—“Also the firstborn of our 
sons...” This carries the law of the 
first fruits into the realm of the first 
born also. But the first born of men 
had to be redeemed, a proof that God 
did not desire human sacrifices. 

Verse 37.—“And ... the firstfruits of 
our dough ... and the tithes of our 
ground unto the Levites .. , in ell the 
cities of our tillage.” This verse lists 
more categories included in the offer- 
ing of the first fruits, and then mentions 
the tithes (tenth part) of the fruit of the 
ground which was dedicated to the sup- 
port of the Levites. 

Verse 38.—The system of tithing in- 
cluded the Levites, who tithed their por- 
tion for the support of the priests and 
the service of the Temple. 

Verse 39.—“For the children of Israel 

. shall ring the offering ... unto the 
chambers .. . of the sanctuary , .. and 
we will not forsake the house of our 
God.” Emphasis is laid on keeping the 
chambers well stocked for the support 
of those who ministered in the Temple. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Nehemiah’s term of governonship in 
Jerusalem saw not only the building 
and repairing of the walls of the city, 
but witnessed also a great spiritual re- 
vival. The story of this is told in chap- 
ters 8, 9, 10. Chapter 8 tells of convic- 
tion, chapter 9 of confession, and chap- 
ter 10 of consecration. Exactly that is 
the order of true revival, 

In chapter 8 Ezra brings forth the 
Word of God to the people, and, with 
the help of others, read the Law, Notice 
Nehemiah 8:8-—“So they read .. . dis- 
tinctly, and gave the sense.” If we get 
back to that simple formula, we shall 
again see people convicted of the truth 
and weeping their way to the Saviour. 
Too many sermons are an elaboration 
of the preacher’s ideas rather than a 
giving of the sense of the Word of God. 
The children of the restoration were so 
affected by the hearing of the Law that 
they could scarce turn from their weep- 
ing to keep the Feast of Tabernacles in 
its season. 

In chapter 9 comes the confession, The 
more of the Word they heard, the more 
it searched out their hearts, so that the 
reading had to be interrupted to give 
them time to confess their sins (9:3). It 
became evident that the people’s grief 
and penitence ought to be given corpo- 
rate expression, and a group of Levites 
(vs. 4, 5), apparently appointed for the 
purpose, prepared and offered the great 
prayer of confession in the hearing of the 
people. It was intended to be the prayer 
of the people, a summing up of the feel- 
ings that manifestly were moving them. 
The prayer has three main themes. It 
is the first recital of the goodness of 
God (vs. 6-25), then a confession of 
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; Last Week's Lesson 


12. September 18.—Malachi Calls for 
Righteous Living. 


Leviticus 22:21, 22; Malachi 


Next Week's Lesson 


1. October 2.—Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-40 








the sin of the nation (vs. 26-35), and 
finally a plea concerning their present 
evil estate (vs. 36, 37). These should 
be carefully noted. 

The confession is followed by conse- 
cration in the tenth chapter. After list- 
ing those who signed the covenant as 
representing their several groups— 
priests, Levites, and leaders—we are told 
the content of the covenant. The first 
item concerned their separation as the 
people of God from the heathen about 
them, especially in the matter of mar- 
riages (vs. 28-30). Following this came 
a resolution to observe the Sabbaths, 
both the seventh day and the seventh 
year (v. 31). The manner in which Is- 
rael kept the Sabbath, was ever a cri- 
terion of their spiritual state. The last 
item, occupying the bulk of the space, 
has to do with their giving for the main- 
tenance of the entire work of the Tem- 
ple, summed up in the last phrase, “and 
we will not forsake the house of our 
God” (v. 39). They committed them- 
selves to give one third of a shekel 
yearly (v. 32), to care for the wood for 
the altar by a system of relays, to con- 
secrate the first fruits to God (vs. 33-37), 
according to the Law of Moses, and to 
bring in the tithes of all their produce 
(vs. 37, 38). 








Questions for Teacher and Class . 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT characterizes true allegiance? 
2. How can we know experien- 
tially that the Lord is our God? 

3. What particular Law became a test 
of Israel’s attitude to God? 

4. Whom did Nehemiah have to as- 
sist him in the work of reviving the 
nation? 

5. Why did Nehemiah not call in the 
high priest to lead in the work of re- 
vival? 

6. What specially fitted Ezra for spir- 
itual leadership? 

7. In what three books of the Old 
Testament do we find a great prayer in 
chapter 9 of each? 

8. What discrepancy is there between 
the Temple tax as required by the Law 
and that assessed in the days of Ne- 
hemiah? 

9. What were the three main subjects 
of the covenant in the days of Nehe- 
miah? 

10. How long was the public meeting 
of which we read in our lesson? 


(Answers on page 720) 
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It was a wonderful covenant, and no 
doubt sincerely adopted, but the weak- 
ness and perverseness of the human heart 
appears in the fact that, when Nehe- 
miah returned from an absence in Shu- 
shan, all of the provisions of the cove- 
nant had been broken (chap. 13). Our 
vows need daily renewal, and we need 
the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit 
to make them good, 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Conviction (Neh. 8) 
2. Confession (chap. 9) 
3. Consecration (chap. 10) 


Topics for Development 

How To Build. Nehemiah’s expressed 
purpose in going up to Jerusalem was to 
build the walls which had been broken 
down. With tremendous vigor, and against 
determined opposition, he accomplished 
this task in an amazingly brief time 
(Neh. 6:15). Nehemiah was a _ born 
leader, with great ability for organiza- 
tion, and there was no turning back with 
him. But he realized that walls do not 
build a nation, and, while he was neither 
a priest nor a prophet, he fully sensed 
the spiritual need. He was indeed for- 
tunate to have Ezra with him at this 
time, for the high priest, Eliashib, was 
actually sold out to the enemy. Know- 
ing, then, that the Word of God is the 
building material of the nation, Nehe- 
miah sponsored a great campaign of 
Bible reading on a national scale, with 
Ezra as the chief reader and interpreter. 
Since there weré no printed Bibles in 
those days, the people were gathered 
together to hear the Word. And while it 
is true that many fell away from their 
first purpose, the Word built a strength 
into the renewed nation which brought 
them through times of unspeakable tra- 
vail and struggle. 

Prepared Prayers. There can be no 
doubt that the prayer in Nehemiah 9 
was a prepared prayer. It was not of- 
fered by a single individual, but by a 
group of Levites who apparently uttered 
it in unison. In addition to its spir- 
ituality, one cannot but perceive its 
orderliness, as it moves from point to 
point toward a definite goal. 

Now it is true that a danger attaches 
to liturgical prayers, the danger of their 
becoming so much meaningless jargon 
uttered as part of a religious routine. It 
need not be so, but doubtless it often 
is so. On the other hand, shall we not 
have to admit that many of our “free” 
prayers are no better? Too many who 
are appointed to lead congregations in 
prayer give no thought to it until they 
get on their feet. Stock phrases are 
strung together, the accumulated idio- 
syneracies of the years are again dis- 
played, and the people are conscious of 
having heard practically the same thing 
Sunday after. Sunday since the pastor 
came. It is not always so, but it is 
too: often so. 
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I am not advocating liturgical prayers 
in free churches (though I recommend 
all free church ministers to read and 
study liturgical prayers), but there is 
need for prepered prayers, prayers which 
have come forth from much prayerful 
thought concerning the needs of the 
people. A pastoral prayer is not sim- 
ply a pastor’s prayer for his people; it 
is the people’s prayer expressed by the 
pastor! And as it is offered, the people 
should be saying, “Amen! That is just 
what I have wanted to say to God, but 
did not know how!” 


Practical Applications 

If you want to know in glad experi- 
ence that Jehovah is your God, obey 
Him (Ezek. 20:19, 20). 

The agent of revival is the Holy Spirit, 
and the instrument of revival is the 
Word of God. If we change that order, 
we may have religious effervescence, 
but we shall have no revival. 

Confession of sin is good, if it is ac- 
companied by a putting away of sin 
(Neh. 9:2). Otherwise it is only hypoc- 
risy. 

Spontaneous prayer does not mean 
thoughtless prayer. Too much of our 
praying is like the “ad libbing” in radio, 
just jingle. 

When God’s people are consecrated, 
the “chambers” of the churches will be 
well stocked, and there will not be a 
constant cry of shortage. 


Golden Text 

Ezek. 20:19.—“I am the Lord your God; 
walk in my statutes, and keep my judg- 
ments, and do them.” We may profess 
faith in God all we want, but unless we 
obey Him, we are shouting from the 
housetops that He is not our God, Wor- 
ship on Sunday and having our own way 
all week are incompatibles, 


ELMuursT, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SvuGcEsTED HyMNsS 

“Pleasant Are Thy Courts Above” 

“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 
“Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
our Father, who hast given us Thy 
Word for our good, help us so to receive 
Thy truth as to be made wise unto sal- 
vation, avoiding the way of destruction 
and taking the way of life. May Thy 
Spirit awaken men everywhere in our 
time to the peril of forsaking Thee and 
draw them to receive and follow the 
Lord Jesus. Give us a loving concern 
for lost people, and, show us how to 
help souls needing Christ. Lighten the 
burdens of all Thy afflicted children, 
Father. Guide those in perplexity. Make 
all our testing times work for our good 
and Thy glory. Forgive our sins and 
failures. Cleanse our hearts, enlighten 
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our judgment, and strengthen us for 
every good work. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as in Heaven, 
for Thy Son’s sake and glory. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—How good are the 
closing words of this lesson, conclud- 
ing, as it does, our study of Judah’s sin, 
exile, and restoration: “We will not 
forsake the house of our God.” That 
is what their fathers had done: ‘they 





BE TRUE TO THE LORD 


Forsaxine HIM COSTS More 











ORSAKING 

had forsaken God and His worship, only 
to pay for it bitterly in defeat and long 
captivity. But this new generation was 
resolved not to repeat the folly of the 
fathers. They set themselves to main- 
tain God’s worship worthily by their 
attendance and by the support of their 
money and effort. It might be costly 
to keep up the Temple worship, but they 
knew it was more costly to forsake God 
than to follow Him. 

This is always true, but we need not 
learn it the hard way as those ancient 
Jews did. We can and should give our 
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The CHILDREN OF ISRAEL were assembked with 
fasting, and with SACKCLOTHES, and earth 
upon them.” WE. 2:2) 


September 10, 1955 


hearts to the Lord in youth and meet 
the demands of being true to Him, His 
Son, His Church, and cause all through 
life. It is costly, but also most reward- 
ing. 

A Christian young man whom I know, 
lately moved from his small home town 
to work in a large city. -He lost no 
time in finding a new church home 
where he regularly attends the church 
services, Sunday school, and young peo- 
ple’s meeting. He has asked for enve- 
lopes to take his share of the financial 
support of the church and has trans- 
ferred his membership. He is now happy 
among new Christian friends and has 
bypassed the temptations a city holds 
for young people newly away from 
home. In a new environment he was 
resolved not to forsake the house, the 
worship, and the people of God. Fol- 
low that rule and you will escape many 
a snafe and find many a blessing. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The true Christian life is not starved 
or straitened, but full . . . doing nothing 
except in His gracious power.—Bishop 
Handley C. G. Moule, 
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Lesson for September 25 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I am the Lord. your God; walk in my 
statutes ...” (Ezek. 20:19).—The twen- 
tieth chapter of Ezekiel is a sad rehearsal 
of Israel’s disobedience and rebellion in 
Egypt (vs. 5-9) before God’s written Law 
was given to them; and in the wilderness 
(vs. 10-17) where they were given God’s 
Law. And when their second generation 
was brought into the Promised Land, 
disobedience characterized them there 
also (vs. 18-28). Thus from the begin- 
ning of their history as a nation, they 
have been disobedient to their Lord and 
God, despite all His goodness and long- 
suffering toward them, 

Many a parent has had to say to a dis- 
obedient son, “I am your father; I have 
provided everything you have enjoyed 
to the present moment and I purpose 
continuing to provide for your needs; 
and because I am your father, I have the 
right to demand your obedience.” 

Israel disobeyed the One who could 
say, “I am the Lord your God.” In addi- 
tion to blessing them as He had done— 
and was doing—He had a perfect right 
to legislate for them. They should have 
yielded implicit obedience to Him in all 
things. Had they done so, the Lord said, 
“I should soon have subdued their en- 
emies, and... should have fed them 
also with the finest of the wheat: and 
with honey out of the rock should I have 
satisfied thee” (Psa. 81: 13-16). 

Through disobedience they fell into 
such a wretched state that they were 
causing their sons to pass through the 
fire to Moloch—the fire god of the Am- 
monites (Ezek. 20:26, 31). 

A certain raja in the East Indies 
strictly ordered one of his servants to 
remain away from a cave, near the resi- 
dence of the raja—and to prevent all 
other persons from going there also. 

The servant began to consider the 
probable reasons for such a command; 
and persuaded himself that it was be- 
cause the raja had hidden treasure there. 
He resolved to get possession of it. 

Knowing he could not roll away the 
stone from the mouth of the cave him- 
self, he revealed his plan to a companion 
of his, who agreed to help him for a 
portion of the booty. 

When night came, they stole quietly to 
the cave thinking only of, how they 
would dispose of their treasure. But, no 
sooner had they with great effort rolled 
away the stone, than a tremendous tiger 
with eyes glaring like fury, sprang upon 
them and tore them to pieces. What a 
penalty to pay for disobedience! 

“And the seed of Israel separated 
themselves ... and confessed their sins 

.” (Neh. 9:2).—It has been pointed 
out that in chapter seven, Nehemiah, 
having finished the wall and set up the 
doors, became exercised about getting 
people to live in the city. In chapter 
eleven, he resumed the purpose which 
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he had conceived in chapter seven; 
hence chapters eight to ten have the 
character of a parenthesis, 

In chapter eight, the people are seen 
weeping as the Word of God is read to 
them. But they were commanded to dry 
their tears, for the feasts of the seventh 
month, which they were observing, were 
joyful times—and the joy of the Lord 
would be their strength. 

The last feast of the seventh month was 
the Feast of Tabernacles which was to 
be observed from the fifteenth to the 
twenty-third day. 

They observed it according to the Word 
read to them on that occasion (Lev, 23: 
39-43); consequently it was the best ob- 
servance of that feast for a thousand 
years—in other words, since the days of 
Joshua (8:17). 

“Great gladness” characterized those 
eight days; for the Feast of Tabernacles 
“set forth in type the glorious end of, all 
God’s ways with His people by which 
He will bring them into millennial bless- 
ings in spite of their long history of 
failure” (See Zech. 14:16-19). 

There was no place for sorrowful tears 
while that feast was running its course. 
But the day after it was over—namely 
the twenty-fourth day of the seventh 
month—“the children of Israel were as- 
sembled with fasting, and with sack- 
clothes, and earth upon them. And the 
seed of Israel separated themselves 
from all strangers, and stood and con- 
fessed their sins, and the iniquities of 
their fathers” (Neh. 9:1, 2). 

They knew that they were “at that 
moment the representatives of a long- 
revolted, disobedient and guilty nation.” 

Ceasing “to do evil,” however, is to be 
followed by learning “to do well.” “It 
is very right,” says J. G. Bellett, “if we 
have been doing wrong, to begin with 
confession of the wrong before we set 
ourselves to do the right. But to do the 
right thing is a due attendant on the con- 
fession of the wrong thing. And all this 
moral comeliness we see here aS we pass 
from the ninth to the tenth chapter of 
Nehemiah.” e 

The Israelites in their separation on 
this occasion constitute an example for 
all believers. It is incumbent upon be- 
lievers today to be “separate” (2 Cor. 6: 
14-18) from evil and error. 

A Christian young lady heard the 
young man with whom she was keeping 
company ridicule God, the Bible, and 
Christianity. Instead of remaining silent, 
she reproved him, only to have him say, 
“A man of the world cannot be so old- 
fashioned as to reverently regard God 
and religion.” “All right,” said she, “if 
those are your true sentiments, from this 
moment we part company. He who does 
not love the Lord can never love con- 
stantly and sincerely a woman who is 
devoted to the Lord.” 

“Also we made ordinances... to 
bring the firstfruits...” (Neh. 10:32- 
35) .—Bringing the first fruits of the land 
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to the Lord was something that should 
have been done each year after entering 
the,Promised Land (Deut. 26:1-11). It is 
grand to see them determined now to do 
it. The Lord Jesus said, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them” 
(John 13:17). 
Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I do not think we could 

do a better thing with this lesson 
than take a good look at one of the great 
Bible characters—Nehemiah, “the king’s 
cupbearer.” He was one man who could 
truly say, “God is my Partner.” 

I know a big contractor who puts a 
sign in large letters on his toolhouse 
where he is erecting a building, and the 
sign reads: “Thou shalt not take the 
name of,God in vain.” If a workman on 
that job persists in swearing, he is dis- 
charged. Reverence for God’s holy name 
goes into the riveting of steel girders, 
the brick walls, and the finishing of that 
building. Less than two years ago this 
contractor was a profane man, but one 
day he got a vision of the great truth 
that one can be a builder with God 
(1 Cor. 3:9), and that day God became 
a Senior Partner in the firm and His 
name more sacred than the firm’s credit 
at the bank. 

It is said that the man who built the 
S.S. Titanic stamped upon the keel of 
that hapless ship the words: “There is 
no God.” He was one of those who went 
dewn with the great vessel when she 
struck an iceberg and sank in mid-At- 
lantic on her initial trip. He had built 
into his ship a fatal unbelief. 

Fellows, I like to look at a heroic stat- 
ure and then go down into the life secrets 
of the character portrayed by it, to see 
just what it was that grew into this splen- 
did thing. Nehemiah gives us a study 
like that. He was so loyal, so steadfast, 
so patriotic, so levelheaded, so demo- 
cratic, so marvelously successful in ev- 
erything he undertook to do, that I want 
to know how he played the game—if 
haply I might imitate him. 

Nehemiah was a builder in the largest 
sense of the word. He rebuilt the walls 
of Jerusalem, but, towering high above 
them, was the name he built and the 
character for which it stood; away up 
above it all there flew the pennant of 
his faith, bearing this motto: “Accord- 
ing to the good hand of my God upon 
me” (Neh. 2:8). The “good hand” of his 
God, then, was the first, last, and best 
factor in Nehemiah’s building, and he 
secured it by the simplest of all proc- 
esses. Nehemiah just had a little habit 
of talking’ to God, his Senior Partner, 
about every little detail of the task. He 
was on the most intimate terms with his 
Senior Partner, from the start, 
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Nehemiah, captive cupbearer to a 
heathen king, moved by a mighty im- 
pulse to restore the broken walls of his 
native city, Jerusalem, the city of his 
God, must first get the consent of the king 
to three things: (1) to favor his project; 
(2) to give him leave of absence; (3) to 
grant him a military escort and letters 
of authority which would give him nec- 
essary materials and freedom of action. 
It was a big asking; but Nehemiah pre- 
pared the way for it in a prayer that will 
ever stand as a model. Read it in the 
first chapter (Neh, 1:5-11). In answer 
to that prayer God made the heart of the 
king as soft as the spring sunshine and 
the summer rain. “What do you want me 
to do?” asked King Artaxerxes. Instantly, 
Nehemiah looked to God for the framing 
of his request—and he got all that he 
asked for, and more. He “is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think...” (Eph. 3:20). 

So it was all through that fine achieve- 
ment: God’s counsel sought at every 
turn. Enemies sprang up to meet him; 
Nehemiah prayed and passed by them. 
Scoffers hurled their taunts and dis- 
couragements; Nehemiah prayed and 
ignored them. Famine, graft, and dis- 
content reared their threatening heads 
within his own camp; Nehemiah prayed 
‘and got everybody to working. Crafty 
enemies sought to kidnap him through 
a subtle proposal to attend a “conference” 
in the valley of Ono; Nehemiah answered, 
“I am doing a great work, so that I can- 
not come down” (6:3). Powerful kings 
combined their armies to interrupt the 
work by assault; Nehemiah prayed and 
set every man at work with a tool in one 
hand and a sword in the other, saying, 
“Remember the Lord!” 

Thus for every difficulty Nehemiah had 
one sovereign cure: it was prayer. Prayer 
Overcame enemies and put pep and hope 
and life and skill into the workers, so 
that the wall was finished and victory 
made complete. 

Fellows, Nehemiah had no more right 
to God’s partnership than you have, if 
you are willing to meet the conditions 
of the compact. Build your building. 
It is a glorious task that awaits you, but 
fail not to build in God’s name. Begin it, 
push it, finish it with God, and when 
your building is complete, there will fly 
at the pinnacle the pennant with Nehe- 
miah’s motto: “According to the good 
hand of my God upon me!” 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


Most of us ... see only the earthly 
situation, and our hopes and fears fluc- 
tuate accordingly. If only the inner eyes 
were opened, so that we could see God’s 
provision for every earthly . situation, 
what new strength and poise would pos- 
sess us! That is faith—James C. Ma- 
caulay. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


WEEK ago we had a lesson from the 

last Book of the Old Téstament. Next 
Sunday we go on to the New Testament, 
but today we go back to the days of Ne- 
hemiah. 

You remember that the Jews finished 
rebuilding the walls and gates of Jeru- 
salem under Nehemiah’s leadership. The 
king of Persia had given him a leave of 
absence for twelve years from his duties 
at the palace, and appointed him Gov- 
ernor of Judah. Ezra the priest had 
come to Jerusalem a few years before 
Nehemiah, and he was happy to have 
a godly young man like Nehemiah for 
governor. He co-operated with him, as 
Joshua the priest had worked in har- 
mony with Governor Zerubbabel in for- 
mer years. 

After the Jews had finished building 
up the city of Jerusalem in the days of 
Nehemiah, they went back to their 
homes and occupations. But when it 
was time for the feasts of the seventh 
month, the people “gathered themselves 
together as one man” to hear the Word 
of God. You remember we noticed the 
same harmony and earnestness for God 
in the days of Zerubbabel. 

Read Nehemiah 8:1-3. On the first 
day of the month, the Feast of Trumpets, 
these Jews stood in the street listening 
to the Word of God for at least three 
hours. I know some people who think 
a meeting is too long if it lasts over an 
hour. Do you think there were any 
girls your age in the group of these who 
stood listening? (Yes.) What makes you 
think so? (It says men and women were 
there and “all that could hear with un- 
derstanding.”) I think you are right. 
You girls are old enough to hear the 
Word of God with understanding. What 
verse lets us know that the young 
people in this group were not whisper- 
ing and giggling? (“The ears of all the 
people were attentive unto the book of 
the law.”) 

Nehemiah 8:13 tells us that the Jewish 
leaders came back the next day to learn 
more from God’s Word. Now read 
verses 14, 15. The rest of this chapter 
tells how the Jews went out to the woods 
to get branches and then made the booths 
God had told them to prepare, and camp- 
ed in them seven days, as He had com- 
manded. Notice, first they listened at- 
tentively to the Word of God, then they 
went out and obeyed it. What a won- 
derful Sunday school we would have if 
each of us listened attentively to learn 
what God wants done, and then went 
out and did it! 

In Ezekiel 20:19, 20 the prophet re- 
minded the Jews of things God wanted 
them to do. Read these verses and see 
what those things were. (To obey His 
Statutes and judgments, and to hallow 
His sabbaths.) Right. 
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Now turn back to Nehemiah 9. This 
chapter contains the longest prayer re- 
corded in the Bible. It is interesting to 
note that Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9, and Dan- 
iel 9 all contain long prayers, ‘but this 
one is the longest. 

The-Feast of Tabernacles started on the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month and 
lasted a week. On the eighth day they 
had a solemn assembly, and after that 
the people usually went back to their 
homes. But not this time. All that 
week Ezra and the Levites who had 
read and explained the Word of God on 
the first two days of the month resumed 
doing this and did it every day while 
the feast lasted. They seem to have 
studied as much of the Bible as had been 
written then. The result was that by 
the twenty-fourth of the month, there 
was a great revival in Judah. 

Read Nehemiah 9:1-3. The Jews coun- 
ted a day twelve hours. So this means 
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Lesson for September 25 


that they spent three hours each day 
listening to God’s Word and three hours 
confessing their sins to God and wor- 
shiping Him. We won't have time to 
read the whole prayer that follows, but 
let us read the beginning, starting in 
the middle of verse 5. These Levites 
had never heard the prayer that Jesus 
taught His disciples many years later, 
“Our Father which art in heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy name,” but they did start 
their prayer by hallowing God’s name, 
recognizing His greatness as creator and 
upholder of the universe. This prayer 
then begins with the call of Abraham, 
the father of their nation, and reviews 
their deliverance from Egypt, and God’s 
faithful care through the forty years in 
the wilderness, then into the land and 
continuing until that day. Notice the 
end of verse 8, “Thou art righteous.” 
Verse 13 says, “Thou... gavest them 
right judgments, true laws, good statutes.” 
The end of verse 17 reads, “Thou art a 
God ready to pardon, gracious and mer- 
ciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness.” Now read verse 33. People are 
in a good state of soul when they are 
realizing that God is just, righteous, and 
merciful, and that they are sinful. This 
is what we find here.. As the Jews re- 
viewed their history in the Bible and in 
their minds, they received a new real- 
ization of the mercies of God and their 
own failure. They were now subjects of 
the rulers of Persia, no more God’s free 
nation, but they owned that this misery 
was deserved because of their sins. 
Next they resolve to renew their cov- 
enant with God. What do they promise 
in Nehemiah 10:28, 29? (To do all the 
Commandments of the Lord.) Right. 
And they promise not to intermarry with 
the heathen, also to keep the Sabbath 
according to God’s Commandment. After 
that they decided how much they were 
able to give for the Lord’s work. Read 
Nehemiah 10:32, 35, 37, 39 to see what 
these Jews were prepared to give. Money 
was very scarce in those days and one 
third of a shekel was between three and 
four dollars, whereas a penny a day was 
the standard wage. So this was a great 
deal for each person to give. They also 
pledged themselves to bring to the Lord 
the first portion of every single thing 
they produced. This would be enough 
to support those who spent their whole 
time in the service of the Lord. What 
are the last nine words of Nehemiah 10? 
(“We will not forsake the house of our 
God.”) What good resolves they made! 
We who are living today have more light 
and greater blessings than these Jews. 


“Are we supporting the Lord’s work as 


generously with our gifts? Do we attend 
all services faithfully? 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Lashed to the Word.—I am the Lord 

your God; walk in my statutes, and keep 
my judgments, and do them (Ezek. 20: 
19, Golden Text). About seventy years 
ago, during a frightful storm in the Geor- 
gian Bay of Canada, a ship was wrecked. 
A number of persons perished. The mate 
with six or seven strong men, and one 
timid girl, leaped into the boat, and es- 
caped from the sinking vessel. But the 
waves ran high, and the boat was turned 
over and over, until one by one the strong 
men lost their hold upon the sides of 
their frail support, and disappeared be- 
neath the angry billows. The mate, how- 
ever, had taken the precaution to lash the 
girl to the prow of the boat, and thus 
she drifted to the shore, where she was 
found by an Indian. She lived for many 
years after her experience. She did not 
escape by her skill or wisdom, but be- 
cause she was fast to that which could 
not sink; and when stalwart men went 
down with a shriek of despair the help- 
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less girl was saved through the thought- 
fulness that lashed her to the lifeboat. A 
storm is gathering over the Church and 
the world, such as never yet has beaten 
upon our sinful race. The apostasy has 
already set in, and multitudes will be 
carried away by it out into tempest, 
darkness, and degth. Let me say that 
there is no hope for you, unless you are 
lashed to the Word of God.—From Our 
Hope. Sent by Mrs, Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


A Lamentable Declension.—And hal- 
low my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 
between me and you, that ye may know 
that I am the Lord your God (Ezek. 20: 
20). We modern Christians need to read 
anew this verse because it has been said 
of us, “Our great-grandfathers called 
Sunday the Holy Sabbath, our grand- 
fathers called it the Sabbath, our fathers 
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Experience—Dr. Joseph Free, Director of Wheaton 
Cruises, is professor of archezology at Wheaton 
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Knowledge—The Frees also know the Holy Land 
from the standpoint of archeologists. They are 
excavating every year, after the cruise, at Dothan, 
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Fellowship—For unsurpassed fellowship, go to 
Palestine with other Christians of all ages on the 
Wheaton Cruise. 


ideal Seasons—On the Spring Cruise the beautiful 
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SPRING CRUISE sails February (or early 
March) every year and is regularly conducted by 
Dr. and Mrs. Free. 
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Dr. Schultz is professor of Bible’ at Wheaton 
College. 
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called it Sunday, but now we refer to it 
as the week end.”—Source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


Missing Its Blessing.—Hallow my sab- 
baths (Ezek. 20:20). A Jewish rabbi’s 
parable tells of seven brothers who lived 
together. Six worked and the seventh 
cared for the house, having the meals 
ready and the house bright for his broth- 
ers in the evening. But the six said that 
the seventh must work, too. So in the 
evening they returned home and found 
the house dark and no meal prepared. 
They then saw how foolish they had 
been, and quickly restored the old way. 
The Sabbath is a day among the seven 
which provides light, comfort, and good 
for all the others. Drive it out to work, 
and all the rest will miss its blessing.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Complete Consecration—Now in the 
twenty and fourth day of this month the 
children of Israel were assembled with 
fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth 
upon them (Neh. 9:1). We quote a letter 
received from an English friend who 
lived through the weeks of the Nazi 
threat on England. In the letter he 
wrote: “As one man, the whole nation 
has handed over all its resources to the 
Government. We have invested the Cab- 
inet with the right to conscript any of us 
for any task, to take our goods, our 
money, our all. Never have rich men 
set such little store by their wealth; nev- 
er have we been so ready to lay down 
life itself, if only our cause may tri- 
umph.” We should like to substitute the 
word Christ for the three words, “Gov- 
ernment,” “Cabinet,” and “cause.” This 
is the way it would read: “As one man, 
the whole nation has handed over all its 
resources to Christ. We have invested 
Christ with the right to conscript any 
of us for any task, to take our goods, our 
money, our ali. Never have rich men 
set such little store by their wealth; 
never have we been so ready to lay down 
life itself, if only Christ may triumph.” 
—From bitlletin of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. * 


No Self-Righteousness To Hinder.— 
The seed of Israel... stood and con- 
fessed their sins (Neh. 9:2). An Indian 
and a white man were brought under 
deep conviction of sin by the same ser- 
mon. The Indian was immediately led 
to rejoice in pardoning mercy. The 
white man was for a long time in dis- 
tress almost to dispair. But he was at 
last brought to a sweet sense of his sins 
forgiven. Some time after meeting his 
red brother he said to him, “How is it 
that I should be so long under conviction, 
when you found peace at once?” “Oh, 
brother,” replied the Indian, “me tell yau! 
There came along a rich prince. He pro- 
nose to give you a new coat. You look at 
your coat and say; ‘I don’t know; my 
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coat pretty good. It will do a little 
longer.’ He then offers me a new coat. 
I look at my old blanket. I say, ‘This 
good for nothing,’ and accept the beauti- 
ful garment. Just so, brother, you try to 
keep your own righteousness. You won’t 
give it up; but I, a poor Indian, had none, 
so I glad at once to receive the righteous- 
ness of God—the Lord Jesus Christ.”— 
From Scattered Seed. Sent by Nena T. 
Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


Assorted Remedies.—And read in the 
book of the law of the Lord their God 
(Neh. 9.3). Once the clumsy camel driver 
of a medical missionary caused a lot of 
tabloid medicines to be thrown from the 
camel's back and scattered over the sands. 
They were all mixed up, could not be 
separated, and so were left lying on the 
ground. But one of the quack native 
doctors gathered them up, and, some 
years later, the medical missionary called 
on him and found on a shelf a large bottle 
labeled “Assorted Pills.” “These,” said he, 
“are more sought-after than any of my 
drugs. I give them only to patients 
whose cases I do not understand.” This 
is a parable of Bible study. Too often 
we go to our Bibles as that native doc- 
tor went to his bottle of “Assorted Pills.” 
What wonder that the Bible, used in that 
way, has no healing virtue for our souls! 
The Bible is a complete pharmacopoeia. 
It contains a cure fgr every ill. But it 
is not to be treated as a book of necro- 
mancy.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Her Needed “Rest.”—And we will not 
forsake the house of our God (Neh. 10: 
39). Granny Stewart is an elderly widow 
in Edinburgh. Her daughter is also a 
widow with four children, but because 
she is not well, Granny had to go to 
work again in spite of her arthritis and 
her mounting years. She works as a 
charwoman in a big city hotel, and she 
is on the job at the stroke of six every 
morning. Going down to breakfast one 
morning a guest of the place had a word 
with Granny as she was starting to clean 
the lobby. “So you wash this floor six 
mornings a week?” he asked. “I do 
that!” replied Granny. “Well, at least I 
hope you sleep good and late on Sunday, 
so you get plenty of rest that day. 
Granny looked at him with a smile. “No, 
that’s the morning when I get up early, 
too, to take two of my grandchildren to 
the kirk.” The stranger seemed pained. 
“But surely, you’ve earned your right 
to a good rest on one morning of the 
week. Wouldn’t it help you to keep 
going?” The old lady leaned back on 
her heels, her red hands in the pail of 
water beside her, and beamed with the 
joy that comes from positive knowledge. 
“Och,” she exclaimed, “it’s going to the 
kirk on the Sabbath that keeps me going 
the other six days of the week!”—From 
Sunday Digest. Sent by Mrs. C. D. 
Rhymes, Monticello, Miss, Prize illus- 
tration, 
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‘Lesson for September 25 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Hearing and Obeying God’s Word 
(Neh, 8:1-4a, 6, 8, 10-12) 

RE you good at seeing pictures in 
your mind as you read? Read Ne- 
hemiah 8: 1-4 about Ezra’s Sunday school. 
Stop when you get to the list of hard 
names. Then we will see what pictures 
your mind took in its camera. How 
many people are there in your picture 
of Ezra’s Sunday school? Are there any 
children? Governor Nehemiah was 
there, too, but you do not see him till 
later. What kind of place is it? The 
“street” is what we might call Water 
Gate Square, a big open space by the 
gate. How do you picture the Book in 
Superintendent Ezra’s hands? What is its 
name? It probably had at least our 
Deuteronomy in it. How long does Sun- 
day school last? Are the people paying 
attention or fooling around and talking? 
Where is Superintendent Ezra? Don’t 
picture him standing on a pulpit like 
ours! Perhaps‘a stage would be a better 
word to make your picture right. Count 
the mames and see how many Officers 

stood with him on the high platform. 

Now get your motion picture camera 
ready. There will be action in this part, 
chapter 8, verses 5 to 8. You can skip 
the hard list of the teacher’s names. What 
action did you snap as Ezra opened the 
Book? when he praised God? I hope 
you had a sound strip, too, to record 
what you heard. We often say, “Amen!” 
at the end of a prayer. Do you know 
what it means? (Consult a dictionary.) 
I like to think it means: “Yes, yes, that is 
what I would say.” You can count up 
the teachers who are named, but “Le- 
vites” can mean any number more, who 
did the teaching. 

You will need your sound tape again 
for verses 9 to 12. What is the first 
sound you recorded? Why do you 
suppose they cried so? (Because they had 
learned how they had broken God's laws 
and about the punishments.) What an- 
nouncement came next? When Sunday 
school was dismissed, what did the peo- 
ple do? 

Governor Nehemiah went home and 
wrote down in his diary what happened 
that day, and we can read it these many 
years later. Then there were pages in 
his diary which showed how he, the 
leaders, and the people obeyed what 
they had learned. They kept on reading 
and studying and doing. 

Of course, our Sunday school is diff- 
erent in many ways. But suppose God’s 
angels, whom we cannot see, are taking 
records of what we are doing and saying 
here. Suppose some day God’s diary of 
what happens day by day is opened so 
everyone can read the record of how we 
hear God’s Word and obey it all the 
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Will we—will you—be glad or 
ashamed? (Mention some specific ap- 
plications of recent*lessons.) “Give me 
understanding, and I shall keep thy law; 
yea, I shall observe it with my whole 
heart” (Psa. 119:34, Memory ‘Verse). 

Next week and all the next half year, 
we shall have someone better than Dan- 
iel, or Jeremiah, or Ezra, to pattern 
after—we shall have the very Lord Jesus, 
the Son of God Himself. How carefully 
we shall want to read His words so as 
to understand what He tells us and do 
it with our whole heart! We are going 
to have Christmas stories in October! 
If you did not have Bibles, you would 
have to wait until next Sunday and come 
to hear me read the stories from the 
Bible, as in Ezfa’s day. But I think this 
quarter you are going to want to read 
God’s Word first before you look at your 
quarterly or we tell the story in class. 
Take your mind cameras along and get 
the pictures. Bring them next Sunday. 


week? 
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AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
YOURSELF, CLUB OR ORGANIZATION. 
OTHER FAST MONEY-MAKERS. 
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@ Prove what a tower of strength The 
Christian Life Series can be in your teach- 
ing ministry. 
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Simplifies the substitute teacher probi 
* teach the same lesson. 
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2 Encourages family discussion of the lesson by 
* ALL members regardless of department. 


3 Permits Assembly of the whole school for Super- 
"¢ dent's y of the lesson. 





4 Provides the greatest abun- 
* dance of related lesson helps 
and permits the widest pos- 
sible individual application of 
lesson truths. 
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(Give each pupil a rolled strip of paper, 
imitating a scroll, with the reference 
Luke 2: 1-40.) ; 
ORONO, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


EACHER, you will want to have a 

good review of the lessons we have 
been having for the past few months. 
Obviously the children will not be able 
to remember the strange long names of 
those about whom we have studied. It 
is to be hoped, however, that they will 
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formed out of misery into happiness and health— 
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remember the cardinal truths of the les- 
sons. 

In the September 4, 1954, issue of THE 
Sunday Scuoot Times, Evelyn Witter 
gave an excellent suggestion for review. 
In her class she is the quizmaster. Using 
her large black compact for a micro- 
phone she interviews one child after the 
other. (If you do not have such a com- 
pact, this writer has used for a micro- 
phone a candy box covered with alu- 
minum foil and tacked at the top end of 
a long stick—in this case, an old broom 
handle.) The child is allowed to stay at 
the microphone as long as he answers 
the questions correctly. When he does 
not know the answer, the quizmaster 
calls on another child. 

The questions could be along this line: 

1. Is it sin to disobey God? 

2. Is worshiping false, make-believe 
gods sinful? 

3. Did everyone in the long ago wor- 
ship idols? (Not everyone; but many!) 

4. How did God finally punish His 
people who insisted on worshiping gods 
that were not the true and living God 
of Heaven? 

5. While they were held as slaves in 
the faraway land, three of God’s people 
refused to’ worship the golden idol that 
the king (Nebuchadnezzar) set up. What 
happened to those three young men? 

6. Did the fire hurt them? 

7. What happened to the men who had 
thrown them into the fire? 

8. Daniel refused to eat the king’s 
meat because it had been offered to idols. 
Did anything happen to Daniel because 
of that? Did he get sick and thin? 

9. When God’s people finally returned 
to their own land, what did they find? 
Was everything in order? 

10. Is it necessary for children to give 
money to God? 

You will have many other questions 
that will stimulate the thinking of your 
children and will help refresh their 
memories. The truths taught in this past 
quarter are important. They should be 
a part of the children now and in later 
life. 

Because today’s lesson concerns itself 
about the Word of God, it would be well 
to use a simple, familiar object lesson. 
You will need a hammer; a lamp; a pic- 
ture of a lighthouse; a sword (the rub- 
ber type that can be purchased in the 
“five and ten”); a mirror. 

If you have a large size box that looks 
like a book (writing paper or candy 
come in them sometimes), cover the book 
with black construction paper. Using 
gold or white ink, print in the words 
“Holy Bible.” Place your objects inside. 
(If. your box is rather small, then use 
imitation objects or pictures.) 

After God’s people were back in the 
land, Ezra gathered them all together. 
And do you know what he did? He read 
to them out of God’s Word and explained 
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what he read so they could understand 
the message that God had for them. 
Oh, how the people listened! They had 
learned their lesson. They knew that 
they had to obey God and His Word. They 
were not so blest then as we are today. 
God's Word was not yet printed as we 
have it. Instead of each person or each 
family’s having a copy, there was prob- 
ably only one copy in a whole city! And 
instead of being nicely printed as our 
Bibles are, those were all written by 
hand. Nevertheless, the people were 
willing to listen and to learn God’s mes- 
sage when Ezra read it to them. Some of 
the people apparently cried. But Ezra 
cheered them up and told them this was 
to be a happy day. They were back in 
their own land. Now they were to listen 
and obey the Word of God. So the peo- 
ple went to their homes happy, promising 
God in their hearts to listen to His Word 
and to obey it. 

God’s Word is a wonderful, wonderful 
Book. (Here show each of the objects 
mentioned above explaining that a ham- 
mer breaks hard things—God’s Word can 
break hearts of stone; it is a lamp to our 
feet; it is a light to our path; a sword 
cuts as does the Word of God; a mirror 
shows us what we look like—so does 
the Bible. Conclude with the song en- 
titled, “The Book of Books.” (“Salvation 
Songs Number 2.”) 


LANCASTER, Pa. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 713) 
1. It costs. 


2. In the path of obedience (Ezek. 20: 
19, 20). 


3. The Law of the Sabbath. 
4. Ezra. 


5. The high priest, Eliashib, was not 
trustworthy, being in league with the 
enemy (Neh. 13:4-9, 28). 


6. He was “a ready scribe in the law 
of Moses” (Ezra 7:6, 10). 


7. Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel. 


8. The Law called for half a shekel 
(Exod. 30:13), but only a third of a 
shekel was assessed in the time of Ne- 
hemiah. 


9. Separation, the Sabbath, and giving. 
10. Six hours (Neh. 9:3). 
EL_muurst, ILL, 








On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousarids turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The, 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 


plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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Lesson for September 25 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 25 


2. Work That Promotes My Church 
(1 Cor. 3:6-15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AST week we saw something of the 

value of taking time to plan ahead so 
that a schedule of activities for your young 
people’s group may be worked out and 
your course charted for the fall and win- 
ter. We saw the importance of asking 
for and waiting for God’s direction, be- 
fore making plans, and the need for 
centering them around definite Chris- 
tian service where there will be oppor- 
tunity for witnessing for Christ rather 
than mere philanthropic good deeds. 

ye 

This week our thoughts are to be cen- 
tered on what your group can do to pro- 
mote the work of the church of which 
you are a part, keeping in mind the third 
of the four essential principles upon 
which the Christian Endeavor Movement 
was founded: (1) Confession of Christ; 
(2) Service for Christ; (3) Loyalty to 
Christ’s Church; (4) Fellowship with 
Christ’s people. 

Sometimes young people’s groups seem 
inclined to forget that they are a very 
important part of the local church. A 
helpful reminder can be a card hung in 
a prominent place at the front of your 
meeting room reading, “Our Young Peo- 
ple’s Society is a part of, not apart from, 
the local church.” Your young people’s 
group undoubtedly had its birth in your 
local church, and it is dependent upon 
it for many things such as encourage- 
ment, certain publicity, a meeting place, 
with heat and light and equipment and 
the like, all of which imposes certain 
obligations. In and through the church, 
members of your young people’s group 
should find a natural outlet for many 
forms of Christian service, and one of 
the great and basic reasons for having 
a young people’s group in your church 
is that it may attract other young people, 
win them to Christ, and develop them 
into useful members of your church. 

se 

The Scripture lesson chosen for this 
week from 1 Corinthians 3 emphasizes 
that Christian believers are all “labour- 
ers together with God” (v. 9). It likens 
individual believers to stones laid upon 
the great foundation, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to form a building. Elsewhere 
(1 Cor. 12:12, 13) believers are likened 
to parts of a humar body all “fitly joined 
together,”: of which Christ is the Head. 
Just as in a building or in a body all the 
various parts cannot have the same func- 
tion, but each contributes its particular 
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service to the welfare of the whole, so 
your young people’s society contributes, 
or should contribute, a very definite part 
to the life of the church. 
ye 
A conference with your pastor, or with 
some of your official board, will undoubt- 
edly bring worthwhile suggestions as to 
ways in which your group can make 
definite contributions to the life of your 
church. We have already seen under 
last week’s discussion that a neighbor- 
hood visitation may help your young 
people’s group and at the same time give 
valuable information to your church. 
ve 
What about the appearance of your 
meeting room as you leave it on Sunday 
evenings? All too often does it give the 
appearance of having passed through a 
cyclone, with chairs disarranged and 
books scattered? Oh, of course, the jan- 
itor is supposed to take care of such 
things, but would it not be a real lift and 
service if a schedule were worked out 
whereby certain of your members were 
responsible each week for putting things 
in order before leaving? 
ve 
What percentage of your young peo- 
ple’s group attend the evening service? 
Would it not encourage your pastor, and 
perhaps stimulate some of the church 
members as well, if your whole group 
were to make a regular part of your pro- 
gram attendance at church service, fre- 
quently sitting all together. Perhaps 
occasionally you could contribute to the 
Service by singing one of the hymns or 
one of your gospel choruses. 
4 
Is there some service you could render 
in connection with the preparation of the 
weekly church bulletin and mailing of 
it or taking it to shut-in or sick church 
members? 
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What about the sick or aged among 
your church membership? Many young 
people’s groups have provided teams to 
visit such members regularly and to 
carry to them just a bit of the fellowship 
and. cheer from the church that these 
shut-ins so sorely miss. 

p 

Some young people’s groups have a 
regular schedule of dates to read to those 
who are ill or whose eyes are failing. 

% 

Why not have a publicity committee 
in your young people’s group that will 
include in its responsibilities the supply- 
ing of news about the church and its 
various organizations to local news- 
papers. 

Are there those among your group who 
are gifted in poster work? Undoubtedly 
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your pastor would welcome an attractive 
poster regarding church events occasion- 
ally, or perhaps a carefully prepared 
Scripture verse for his bulletin board 
now and then. 

% 

Here again, ask God to direct your 
activities, and be on the alert to recog- 
nize them and undertake them when 
they are made known. 

PHILADELPHIA. : 

v2 


Why Egypt Forbidden to Isaac 
(Continued. from second page) 


all places and conditions were alike. 
Isaac was a very good man, but not cut 
out for hardship; therefore he is for- 
bidden to go to Egypt. Jacob was inured 
to difficulties, strong and patient; and 
therefore he must go down into Egypt, 
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that the trial of his faith might be to 
praise, and honour, and glory. Thus God 
proportions his people’s trials to their 
strength.” 

Lange’s Commentary: “It is distin- 
guished from the famine in the his- 
tory of Abraham. Isaac, following the 
example of his father, was on the point 
of going to Egypt, but is arrested by di- 
vine interposition, .. . Go not down.—It 
is characteristic that Abraham received 
the first divine instruction to depart; 
Isaac to remain. God leads every one 
according to his peculiar necessities.” 

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown: “Isaac, 
his son, was now assured that the cove- 
nant would progressively take effect, the 
assurance being made doubly sure to 
him by a reference to the oath sworn to 
Abraham (ch, 22:16). The first instal- 
ment of this promise was the possession 
of Canaan, here designated ‘all these 
countries,’ from its numerous subdivi- 
sions amongst the petty tribes which 
then occupied the land (ch. 15:19-21); 
and in prospect of this promissory ten- 
ure of the land, Isaac was prohibited 
leaving it. The prohibition was doubt- 
less dictated by unerring wisdom; and 
although it may be impossible to pene- 
trate all the grounds for it, one reason 
in all probability arose from the per- 
sonal character of Isaac, who was a man 
of weaker faith than Abraham, and con- 
sequently would have beer less able to 
resist the temptation of a permanent 
settlement in that fertile country. At 
all events, now that the Abrahamic cove- 
nant had to be executed, the elect fam- 
ily were not henceforth allowed to go 
into Egypt, except with the special sanc- 
tion. and under the immediate superin- 
tendence of an overruling Providence.” 

One lesson that stands out here in 
God’s prohibition to Isaac is that though 
we may not always know the reasons for 
God’s commandments, we may be sure 
there is blessing in obedience. 


yg 
Bunyan on First-Day Worship 


(Continued from second page) 


to veil the heart as to the knowledge 
of their Christ; so that they cannot, 
while under that, behold His beauteous 
face but as their heart shall turn from 
it to Him (2 Cor. 3). 

4. And that they might not be left in 
the dark, but perfectly know what min- 
istration it is that he means, he saith 
expressly it is “that written and en- 
graven in stones.” 

Fourthly. This seventh-day sabbath 
has lost its ceremonies (those unto 
which before you are cited by the texts), 
which were with it imposed upon the 
old Church for her due performance of 
worship to God thereon. How then can 
this sabbath now be kept—kept, I say, 
according to law? For if the Church 
on which it was at first imposed was 
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not to keep it, yea could not keep it 
legally without the practising of those 
ceremonies, and if those ceremonies are 
long ago dead and gone, how will those 
that pretend to a belief of a con- 
tinuation of the sanction thereof keep 
it, I say, according as it is written? 

Fifthly. The seventh-day sabbath, as 
such, was a sign and shadow of things 
to come; and a sign cannot be the thing 
signified and substance too. 

Sixthly. I find by reading God’s 
Word that Paul, by authority apostoli- 
cal, takes away the sanctions of all the 
Jews’ festivals and sabbaths. This is 
manifest for that he leaves the observa- 
tion or nonobservation of them as things 
indifferent to the mind and discretion of 
the believers: “One man esteemeth one 
day above another: another esteemeth 
every day alike. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.” 

Seventhly. Thus Paul writes to the 
Church of Colossians: “Let no man 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of any holy day, or of the new 
moon, or of the sabbath, which are a 
shadow of things to come, but the body 
is Christ.” 

Eighthly, No man will, I think, deny 
but that Hebrews 4:4 intends the sev- 
enth-day sabbath, on which “God rested 
from all his works,” for the text doth 
plainly say so; yet may the observing 
reader easily perceive that both it and 
the rest of Canaan also, made mention 
of in verse 5, were typical as to a day 
made mention of in verses 7 and 8, which 
day he calls another. 

“There remains a rest’—a rest which 
stands not now in signs or shadows in 
the seventh day or Canaan, but in the 
Son of God and His Kingdom, to whom 
and to which the weary are invited to 
come for rest (Isa. 38:12; Matt. 11:28; 
Heb. 4:11). 

And I say again, the seventh-day sab- 
bath cannot be it, for the reason showed 
afore. 

Ninthly. Especially if you add to all 
this that nothing of the ministration of 
death written and engraven in stones 
is brought by Jesus or His apostles into 
the Kingdom of Christ as a part of His 
instituted worship. 

What can be more plain? The text 
says expressly that this ministration doth 
not remain; yea, and insinuates that in 
its first institution it was ordained with 
this proviso, “It was to be done away.” 
Now if in its first institution upon Sinai 
it was thus ordained, and if by the com- 
ing in of the ministration of the Spirit 
this ordination is now executed—that is, 
if by it, and the apostle saith it, it is 
done away by a ministration that re- 
mains—then where is that seventh-day 
sabbath? 

(To be continued) 
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With the New Books 


The Battle for Truth. By Oswald J. 
Smith, Litt.D. (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 
London. May be had from the Peoples 
Press, 100 Bloor St., East, Toronto 5, 
Can., $1.) This is a collection of eleven 
Gospel sermons, some of which were 
previously published. The first one, “The 
Madhouse of the Universe” (referring 
to hell), was the prize-winning sermon 
in the Sword of the Lord contest. 

Among other topics covered are “The 
Greatest Verse in the Bible,” “The Morn- 
ing Watch,” “Has the Gospel Failed?” 
“The Message of Easter,” and “God’s 
Plan for Leadership.” Chapter six, 
“Only Two Groups,” is a tremendous 
appeal for foreign missions. 

Another unusual. and thought-provok- 
ing message is in chapter ten, “God's 
Plan for Leadership.” “When God 
wanted something done He chose a man, 
equipped and fitted him for the task, 
and placed him at the head of His peo- 
ple and told them to follow and obey.” 
This is a Scriptural and logical rebuke 
to those who have thought that “com- 
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mittee judgment” was the cure for con- 
fusion. This is a great little book and 
worthy of real study. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 19 to 25 


Mon.—Nehemiah 8:1-8. 
God’s Word Read in Public. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONs: “The ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the book 
of the law.” People need to have the 
authoritative words of God. They get 
so little of it in their homes that it is 
important that great thought and care 
should be taken to give them portions 
of this heavenly meat in the public serv- 
ices of worship. A “Thus saith. the 
Lord” will have mighty influence; 
whereas, an “I say that the Lord says 
this or that” will not give the same chal- 
lenge. Billy Graham’s “But the Bible 
says—” (before he quotes the Scrip- 
tures) produces marked effect. Read the 
Word and give its meaning. People 
need to hear what God says. Pray for 
more care in public reading of the holy 
Scriptures. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 8:9-12. - 
A Day of Rejoicing. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This day is.holy 
unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor 
weep.” Many mourn when they ought 
to be glad, and are glad when they ought 
to be sad. There are many and great 
reasons for being glad in the Lord. We 
should never mourn over circumstances, 
for the worst that can befall a child of 
God is a merciful and gracious and glo- 
riously fruitful life in time and eternity. 
A joyful heart doeth good like a tonic. 
“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye 
righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that 
are upright in heart” (Psa. 32:11). Pray 
that the Lord will keep your heart a 
singing heart. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 8:13-18. 
A Feast of Booths. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All the congre- 
gation of them that were come again out 
of the captivity made booths, and sat 
under the booths.” It was a day of 
remembrance of the early experience of 
Israel after the exodus from Egypt. They 
had a pleasurable sample of the hum- 
ble beginnings of free life by their 
fathers upon their escape from Pharaoh, 
We do well to count our blessings and 
remember the “wormwood and the gall” 
endured by martyrs and confessors who 
made possible our religious freedom by 
yielding up their bodies and blood for His 
Gospel. Pray that you may always find in 
your sorrows something of God’s good- 
ness to cheer you. 
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R YOU OR YOUR GROUP. with our 
lines: Scripture Text Christmas and 
Cards. Stationery Calendars. Bibles, 


Felco List FREE WRITE TODAY: (U.S. A. only.) 
** Friendly Christian Service since 1927 "" 


C.W. BOYER CO., Dept. ST, Dayton 5, Ohio 





Are $3 worth $300 to you? 


One mother said, “It’s worth $300 instead of $3 if 
MY CHUM helps Geraldine grow up to be a bet- 
ter child of God. That’s why f like MY CHUM.” 


MY CHUM is a children’s magazine with Christ- 
centered stories, puzzles, games, and comics. 


Monthly. 
MY CHUM BoxSS 


$3 per year. Sample free. 
Highland, Illinois 








A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 
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RETIRED RAILROAD MAN PUTS HIS 
LIFE’S SAVINGS INTO MOODY ANNUITIES! 








“I just can’t praise the Lord \ 

enough that all of my life’s 
savings are invested in 

Moody Bible Institute 


~T— 


“RAILROADING 





,»9 


o 









IS A GREAT 
BUSINESS...“ 


says Mr. M. of Missouri, “but it doesn’t 
begin to compare with the greatest 
business in the world—that of winning lost 
souls for Christ.”” As a telegrapher and 
station agent, Mr. M. tapped out all kinds 
of messages, but he says that none were 
as important or urgent as the spreading of 
the GOSPEL message... for which 

he has invested his life’s savings! 


There Are Two Good Reasons for 
~ His Satisfaction with Moody Annuities... 


1. Generous Income . .. He knows that he is assured of a generous, un- 
changing income as long as he lives. His savings are secure, 
because they are backed by all the resources of Moody 


Bible Institute. 


2. Peace of Mind ... He knows that his savings are doing business for 
God now, and will continue to work through the Institute 
and its many soul-winning ministries—long after he has 


ree 


FREE BOOKLET 

The interesting booklet, 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, gives 
complete information, 
including rate return, 
tax savings and details 


Plan. 


\ WRITE: Carl J. Frizen, Department of Stewardship 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street ¢ Chicago 10, Illinois 


CO Please send me DouBLE DIvIDENDs, the story of the Moody Annuity 


(1) Please send folder, You Can Take It With You, relating to 
stewardship and wills. 


gone to be with the Lord. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 


Dept. S 27-2 


Age 





concerning special types Neme 
of annuity agreements. 
Send for your FREE Address 





copy—there is no obli- 
gation. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Sept. 25) Sept. 10, 1955 


Thurs.—Nehemiah 9:1-6. 
Fasting and Reading. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The children of 
Israel were assembled with fasting _... 
confessed their sins . . . [and heard] 
the book of the law of the Lord their 
God one fourth part of the day.” It pays 
to do some fasting in the interest of 
things everlasting. We can serve the 
Lord with fasting and prayers, as some 
early Christians did (see Luke 2:37). 
Whatever will help keep your body hum- 
ble and your spirit obedient is a spiritual 
necessity. “We must all keep the old 
man down if we want to wear a crown,” 
God help us to deny the flesh. Pray that 
you may be strong in the Lord to say 
No to your carnal appetite. 


Fri.—Nehemiah 10:28-31, 
Making a Commitment. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: , “They clave to 
their brethren, their nobles, and entered 
into a curse, and into an oath, to walk 
in God’s law.” Have you ever made 
a solemn and serious contract with God? 
It is right and good to vow unto the 
Lord and keep it: If you really mean 
to live for God, say so, and put it down 
as a promise to pay. Your name on the 
dotted line goes onto other contracts, and 
you should be definitely a covenant- 
keeper, like Abraham, who lifted up 
his hand to God that he would do cer- 
tain things. Pray to be absolutely faith- 
ful to your ever-faithful Lord. 


Sat.—Nehemiah 10:32-39. 
Making New Laws. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We made ordi- 
mances for us, to charge ourselves 
yearly ... for the service of the house 
of our God.” It is well for every child 
of God to keep in mind the needs of 
the service of God in churches and on 
mission fields. It is unpleasing to God 
for His people to be lax in presenting 
to Him a suitable portion of their God- 
prospered finances. Are you duly exer- 
cised about the support of God’s min- 
istering servants, and what is needed 
for the advancement of Christian enter- 
prises? Pray for a more liberal spirit. 


Sun.—Ezekiel 20:18-20. 
God’s Laws To Be Obeyed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am the Lord 
your God; walk in my statutes, and 
keep my judgments, and do them.” 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law. The 
only way we can show love to God 
and appreciation for the redemption 
in Christ Jesus is by keeping His «yw 
Commandments. And, as John says, >» ° 
“His commandments are not griev- ' 
ous” (1 John 5:2, 3). It is not enough ~ 
to look Godward; we must go in that ve 
direction. Multitudes have a desire 
to be holy, who do nothing about it. » 
Looking unto Jesus and walking in“ _ 
the light are never to be separated. 


“If ye love me, keep my command- 9 


ments” (John 14:15). Pray earnestly 
that you may be swift to hear and 
do God’s will. 
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